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A LATE THANKSGIVING SERMON. 
JER. ix. 23, 24. 

Thus saith the Lord, let not the wise 
man glory in his wisdom, neither 
let the moghty man glory in his 
might : let not the rich man glo- 
ry in his riches: But let hom 
that glorieth, glory in this, that 
he understandeth and knoweth 
me, that Tam the Lord which 
exercise loving kindness, judg- 
ment, and righteousness an the 
earth: for in these things I de- 
light saith the Lord. 


THe prophet in the beginning 
of this chapter, laments in tears 
the extreme sinfulness of his na- 
tion. He cries, “ Oh that my 
head were waters, and mine eyes 
a fountain of tears, that I might 
weep day and night for the slain 
of the daughter of my people.” 
He paints their abandoning in- 
iquities in the blackest colors; 
and God confirms the truth of his 
description. ‘ Shall I not visit 
them for these things? saith the 
Lord: shallnot my soul be aveng- 
ed on such a nation as this ?” 
This was a prediction of the 
VOI. IV 


heavy calamities which God was 
just ready to bring upon them in 
their long captivity in Babylon. 
But they despised these predicted 
marks of the divine displeasure, 
and gloried in their own prosper- 
ity, security, and self-sufficiency. 
They felt sufficient to maintain 
their present prosperity and in- 
dependence. But God tells them 
that all their glorying in them- 
selves is vain and presumptuous. 
*¢ Thus saith the Lord, let not the 
wise man glory in his wisdom, 
neither let the mighty man glory 
in his might, let not the rich man 
glory in his riches: But let him 
that glorieth glory in this, that he 
understandeth and knoweth me 
that | am the Lord which exer- 
cise loving-kindness, judgment, 
and righteousness in the earth: 
for in these things | delight, saith 
the Lord.”” To glory is to re- 
joice, and therefore the term is 
sometimes used in a good sense, 
and sometimes ina badsense. It 
is used in both senses in the text 

God both forbids and requires his 
people to glory or rejoice. He 
iorbids them to glory or rejoice 
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in themselves, but requires them 
to glory or rejoice in Himself. 
The spirit of the text may be ex- 
pressed in this general observa- 
tion : 

It is the duty of a nation, in 
prosperity, to rejoice in God, and 
not in themselves. I shall, 

1. Explain what it is fora pros- 
perous nation to rejoice in them- 
selves. 

Il. Explain what it is for them 
to rejoice in God. And, 

Ii}. Show that this is their duty. 

]. 1 am to explain what it is for 
a prosperous nation to rejoice in 
themselves. 

1. It is to rejoice in their own 
national prosperity because it is 


their own, and superior to that of 


other nations. The Jews were 
God’s chosen people,.- whom he 
promised to give great national 
prosperity, so long as they obey- 
ed the commands he had given 
them for their good. Moses told 
them, * The Lord shall make 
thee plenteous in goods, in the 
fruit of thy body, and in the fruit 
of thy cattle, and in the fruit of 
thy ground, in the land which the 
Lord sware unto thy fathers to 
give thee. The Lord shall open 
unto thee his good treasure, the 
heaven to give the rain unto thy 
land in his season, and to bless 
the work of thine hand: and 
thou shalt lend unto many na- 
tions, and thou shalt not borrow. 
And the Lord shall make thee 
the head, and not the tail: and 
thou shalt be above only, and 
thou shalt not be beneath.” 
While God continued to pour such 
rich blessings into their bosoms 
they rejoiced in their own nation- 
al prosperity, because it was their 
own and because it was superior 
to the prosperity of the nations 
round about them, or to that of 
any other nation in the world. 
They rejoiced in their own pros- 


perity, and in their own superior 
prosperity ; which was glorying 


in themselves, and expressive of 


both their selfishness and vanity 
And whenever any nation thus 
rejoice in their own prosperity. 
because it is their own, and be- 


cause it is superior to that of 


other nations ; they rejoice in 
themselves, and boast of their 
selfishness and vanity. 

2. A people rejoice in them- 
selves, when they ascribe their 
national prosperity to their own 
self-sufficiency. ‘This is what the 
prophet warns the people of God 
against in the text. ‘They re- 
joiced that they had gained their 
national prosperity, by their own 
exertions, and were still able to 
maintain it by their exertions. 
Individuals by expressing their 
own feelings, expressed the gen- 
eral feelings of the nation. ‘+ The 
wise man gloried and rejoiced in 
his wisdom ; the mighty man glo- 
ried and rejoiced in his might; 
and the rich man gloried and re- 
joiced in his riches.”’ It was the 
general feeling of the nation, that 
they had gained their superior 
prosperity, by their superior po- 
litical wisdom, by their superio:z 
martial skill and courage, and by 
their superior wealth and inde- 
pendent resources. And they 
rejoiced, that by these means, 
they were able to maintain their 
superior prosperity, against all 
the attempts of the Babylonians, 
or any other hostile nation to 
destroy it. ‘This was emphatical- 
ly rejoicing in themselves, and 
boasting of their own superiority 
to all other nations in wisdom, 
wealth, and martial prowess. 
And when any nation in the day 
of prosperity, cherish and ex- 
press such feelings, they rejoice 
in themselves, and discover their 
unreasonable selfishness and vani- 
ty. I proceed, 
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il. To explain what it is for a 
nation, in prosperity, to rejoice 
in God. Here I may observe, 

1. It is to understand and know 
that God is the Governor of the 
world. This God himself says is 
to glory and rejoice in him. * But 
let him that glorieth glory in this, 
that he understandeth and know- 
eth me that [ am the Lord.” God 
is the Creator, and of course the 
Preserver and Governor of the 
world. As Creator, he has an 
original and independent right to 
exercise a supreme and universal 
superintendency over it: It be- 
longs to him who made and up- 
holds the world, to act as an abso- 
lute sovereign in governing it: 
He has aright to govern not only 
the material, but the moral part 
of the world. He has a right to 
fix the bounds and number the 
months of all the children of men. 
He has aright to raise up one 
nation and destroy another. He 
has a right to give prosperity to 
one nation and not to another. 
He has a right to dispense pri- 
vate and public, civil and religious 
favors as he pleases. He hasa 
right to govern every person and 
every thing respecting every per- 
son, in the best manner to an- 
swer his own wise and holy pur- 
poses. This right to govern the 
world, he universally exercises, 
and actually governs the world as 
much as it is possible for him to 
govern it. And this, every na- 
tion and every person must un- 
derstand and know, in order to 
rejoice in Him, as the Governor 


of the world, and the giver of 


every good and perfect gift. 

2. For a nation, in prosperity, 
to rejoice in God, implies rejoic- 
ing not only that he governs the 
world, but that he displays his 
great and amiable pertections in 
governing it. This is that rejoic- 
ing which he requires and will! 
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approve. ‘Let him that glori- 
eth, glory in this, that he under- 
standeth and knoweth me that I 
am the Lord, who exercise lov- 
ing-kindness, judgment, and right- 
eousness in the earth: forin these 
things I delight, saith the Lord.” 
The only reason we have to re- 
joice that God governs the world, 
is, that he displays his great and 
glorious perfections in governing 
it. In the display of these there 
is abundant reason to rejoice. 
Here, in the first place, there 
is reason to rejoice in the judg- 
ment or wisdom God displays in 
the government of the world. 
He says in the text; that he ex- 
ercises judgment in the earth. 
Judgment often signifies pru- 
dence, discretion, or wisdom. As 
judgment in the text stands distin- 
guished from kindness and right- 
eousness, it most naturally signi- 
fies wisdom. God certainly ex- 
ercised wisdom in the creation of 
the world. Hence David cries, 
‘*OQ Lord, how manifold are thy 
works ! in wisdom hast thou made 
them all.” God displays the same 
wisdom in governing the'world that 
he displayed in creating it. If he 
does not govern the world in wis- 
dom, there is no reason to rejoice 
in his universal supremacy and 
dominion, but reason to regret 
that the world is in his hands. If 
God does not exercise his wisdom 
in giving prosperity to a person 
or people, they would have no 
ground to rejoice in their pros- 
perity ; for it might eventually 
prove a dreadful calamity. Un- 
less God governs the world ia in 
finite, unerring wisdom, there is 
no ground to rejoice in any dis- 
pensations of providence, for al] 
things may, finally, terminate in 
perfect confusion and misery 
But since he assures us that he 
does exercise judgment in the 
earth. and displav the same wis 
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dom in governing, that he has 
displayed in creating the world, 
every person and every nation 
have good ground to glory and 
rejoice in him at all times, and in 
all circumstances, whether of 
prosperity or adversity. His un- 
searchable wisdom which he dis- 
plays in all the dispensations of 
providence, afford a ground for 
always rejoicing in him. 

In the next place, there is rea- 
son to rejoice in the moral recti- 
tude and perfect righteousness, 
which God displays in the gov- 
ernmentof the world. He knows 
all the relations which mankind 
bear to Him and to one another, 
can weigh all their interests in an 
equal scale, and is disposed to 
treat them all according to his 
moral, immutable rectitude. This 
he professes to do in the text. 
He says, “1 am the Lord which 
exercise righteousness in the 
earth.” He is the righteous 
Lord, who loveth righteousness, 
and displays it in all his conduct 
towards every person and every 
nation in the world. Though 
he treats the inhabitants of the 
earth very differently in ten 
thousand instances and in ten 
thousand respects ; yet in the dis- 
pensations of providence, he re- 
gards the interest of every indi- 
vidual person, and of every in- 
dividual nation exactly according 
to its real_worth and importance, 
and never commis a single ip- 
stance of injustice in any of the 
private or public blessings which 
he bestows, or which ke with- 
holds, or which he takes away. 
While mankind are committing 
ten thousand acts of injustice to- 
wards one another, he who is the 
governor of the world and judge 
of all the earth always does right. 
This is a good reason why we 
should always rejoice in the Lord, 
in the day of prosperity: for our 


prosperity, whether private or 
public, does not injure any other 
person or any other nation on the 
face of the earth. In the last 
place, 

There is reason to rejoice in 
the perfect benevolence, which 
God displays in the government 
of the world. In this he would 
have every one glory and re- 
joice, for he glories and rejoices 
in it himself. Let him that glo- 
rieth, glory in this, that he under- 
standeth and knoweth me, that I 
am the Lord that exercise lov- 
ing-kindness, judgment, and right- 
eousness in the earth: for in 
these things I delight, saith the 
Lord.” God is good, and doeth 
good; he is good unto all, and 
his loving-kindness and tender 
mercies are over all his works. 
He is not grudgingly good, but 
spontaneously good; it is his de- 
light to do good in all the dispen- 
sations of providence. He every 
day and every moment fills the 
earth with his goodness. He 
giveth life, and breath, and all 
things. He displays his goodness 
every where, and towards every 
person and every nation in every 
part of the world. He is con- 
tinually doing as much good as 
his wisdom, his justice, his pow- 
er, and his goodness enable him 
to do. He removes every evil 
that it is best to remove, and be- 
stows every mercy that it is best 
tobestow. ‘+ The Lord reigneth, 
let the earth rejoice, let the mul- 
titude of isles be glad thereof.” 
But this leads us to show, 

lf. ‘That this is the duty of all 
mankind, especially of every na- 
tion in the day of prosperity. 
And, 

1. Because God has given 
them all their national prosperity. 
lf they have wise men among 
them, God has made them wise. 
If tuey have mighty men among 
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' ter and promote 


them, God has made them mighty. 
if they have rich men among 
them, God has made them rich. 
If they have good men among 
them, who understand and know 
that the Lord exercises loving- 
kindness, judgment and righteous- 
ness in the earth, God has made 
them good. God has given them 
all their wisdom, all their power, 
all their wealth, all their piety, 
and all their temporal and spirit- 
ual prosperity. He has taken 
pleasure in giving them all these 
good things, for in these things I 
delight, saith the Lord. In whom 
then ought a people in prosperity 
to glory and rejoice? in them- 
selves? or in God? If they re- 
joice, let them rejoice in God. If 
they glory, let them glory in God. 
If they boast, let them boast in 
God, to whose loving-kindness 
and tender mercy they are in- 
debted for all their prosperty. 

2. It is the imperious duty of a 
prosperous nation to rejoice in 
God, because he only, in his gov- 
erning goodness, can promote and 
preserve their prosperity. As 
God displays his wisdom, power, 
and goodness, in raising a nation 
to prosperity, so he must continue 
to exercise the same _ glorious 
perfections in raising their pros- 
perity higher and higher. A 
young nation especially need to 
grow in wisdom, power, wealth, 
and piety. But their growth, in 
all these respects, depends upon 
the same almighty and benevo- 
lent Being who gave them their 
Unless they 
— in him, they have no 
ground to expect that he will fos- 
their future 


prosperity. When God raised 


' his ancient, chosen people toa 
| state of supericr prosperity, he 
plainly told them that he would 
» continue to smile upon them, so 
long as they continued to rejoice 
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in him, and to obey the com- 
mands he had given them for their 
good, but threatened to frown 
upon them, if they became un- 
grateful and disobedient. The 
more a prosperous people rejoice 
in God, the more thankful they 
are tor his favors, and the more 
obedient they are to all the inti- 
mations of his will, the more rea- 
son they have to hope, that he 
will continue their prosperity. 
Besides, the more prosperous any 
nation is, the more they are ex- 
posed to national enemies, who 
will wish and endeavor to destroy 
their prosperity. This was the 
case of the Jews in their pros- 
perity. This was the case of the 
Greeks in their prosperity, and 
this was the case of the Romans 
in their prosperity. In the course 
of providence, God has actually 
destroyed the great prosperity. 

which each of these nations once 
enjoyed, and he has done this in 
all cases by the instrumentality of 
their national enemies. God has 
always employed one wicked na- 


tion to destroy another. Every 
prosperous nation is in danger ot 
losing their prosperity. When- 


ever God sees fit to destroy the 
prosperity of an ungrateful, dis- 
obedient nation, he can raise up 
their enemies, who will rejoice 
to do the work. It is, therefore. 
the duty and interest of a nation 
in prosperity, to rejoice in God. 
and engage him to protect and 
defend them against all their na- 
tional enemies. 

It now remains to apply this 
subject pertinently and plainly. 

1. We have seen what it is fox 
a people, in prosperity, to rejoice 
in themselves and to rejoice in 
God, and that these two kinds of 
rejoicing are entirely opposite to 
each other; the one is right and 
the other is wrong, the one is 
pleasing and the other displeds- 
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ing toGod. God is pleased when 
a nation ascribe their prosperity 
to him, and rejoice in the wis- 
dom, power, justice, and good- 
ness, which he displayed in raising 
them to temporal and spiritual 
eminence among the nations of 
the earth. But he is greatly dis- 
pleased if they rejoice in them- 
selves, and ascribe all their pros- 
perity to their own wisdom, pow- 
er, wealth, and piety. If this be 
true, are not we as a prosperous 
nation verily guilty of a great na- 
tional sin, in rejoicing in our- 
selves, and ascribing our peculiar 
prosperity to our own exertions ? 
Have we not ascribed our nation- 
al independence to the wisdom of 
our wise men? Have we not 
ascribed our federal constitution 
to the wisdom of our politicians ? 
Have we not ascribed the admin- 
istration of our national govern- 
ment to our wise rulers! Have 
we not ascribed our national trans- 
actions with foreign nations to 
the political skill of our states- 
men and ambassadors at foreign 
courts? Have we not ascribed 
to our mighty men of valor, the 
battles we have fought and the 
victories we have gained by sea 
and land? Have we not gloried 
in our wealth and independent 
resources for carrying on war 
with foreign nations? Have we 
not gloried in our numbers, and 
presumed to calculate to how 
many millions we shall increase 
in a century, or half century 
more ? 
gur mechanical knowledge and 
invention, in building ships and 
steam boats, and preparing the 
munitions of war and self-defence ? 
And have we not sometimes glori- 
ed in our national goodness, vir- 
tue, and piety? Who can read 


the numereus Eulogiums, which 
have been made and published 
“pon our national wisdom, wealth. 


Have we not boasted of 


power, influence, goodness, and 
independent prosperity and secu- 
rity, without seeing and lament- 
ing our national selfishness and 
vanity? Hence, 

2. Have we not reason to fear, 
that our national prosperity will 
be followed with national calami- 
ties and desolating judgments ? 
God has certainly seen how much 
we have rejoiced in ourselves, 
and inasted of that prosperity, 
which he has displayed his pow- 
er, and wisdom, and goodness, to 
grant us. These things have 
been highly displeasing to him; 
and will he not say in respect to 
us, as he did to ungrateful, diso- 
bedient, and boasting israel; 
** Shall I not visit for these 
things? shall not my soul be 
avenged onsuch anation as this?” 
We have long acknowledged, that 
God almost wrought miracles in 
giving us our independence and 
subsequent prosperity. But it 
will require no such signal inter- 
positions of providence, to dimin- 
ish our wealth, our numbers, our 
strength, our civil and religious 
liberties, our peace and harmony, 
and to throw us into national dis- 
cords, and involve us in all the 
miseries of domestic and foreign 
wars. ‘There are great and pow- 
erful nations now, who look upon 
our prosperity with an evil eye, 
and they may soon think it is poli- 
cy to interrupt and destroy, if 
possible, our growing power, 
which we have so often boasted 
of exercising over the civil and 
religious world. We are evi- 
dently in danger from Britain, 
France, and Spain, as well as from 
the hostile natives of our own 
country. France and_ Britain 
have both employed these sava- 
ges to annoy us, and may do it 
again. But allowing that we have 
wisdom and power enough to awe 
our enemies, or to defend our- 
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selves against them ; God can find 
ways enough to punish us for our 


national ingratitude and abuse of 


his favors. There is danger to 
be feared, I imagine, from the 
union which has lately been es- 
tablished among four or five de- 
nominations of Christians, for the 
good purpose of checking the 
growth of Infidelity and many 
gross and dangerous errors in the 
United States. It would not be 
strange if these different denom- 
inations should fail out by the 
way, and one should gain an as- 
cendency over all the rest, and 
bring about the establishment of 
a National Religion. There is, 
however, more dangers to be 
feared at present, from the neg- 
lect of family government, family 
religion, public worship, and the 
profanation of the Sabbath, than 
from any other, and all other 
vices and immoralities that 
abound. These strike at the 
root of all order, government, 
and religion. And the criminality 
of these is highly aggravated, by 
our national prosperity. 

This subject now calls upon 
all good men to perform the duty 
of thanksgiving and praise. There 


| are no others prepared to keep 


this thanksgiving day properly 
and acceptably. ‘They have never 
been thankful for any private or 
public, civil or religious favor. 
They have always rejoiced in 
themselves and gloried in their 


| own self-sufficiency to gain all the 


good they have enjoyed. ‘They 
are strangers to the least spark of 
gratitude to God, for any favor 
they have received from his kind 
and beneficent hand. The wise 
man has gloried in his wisdom, 
the mighty man has gloried in his 
might, the rich man has gloried in 
his riches, the young man has glo- 
ried in his vanity, and the vicious 
man has gloried in his shame. But 
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good men have understood and 
known that God is the Lord and 
Governor of the world, who 
exercises loving-kindness judg- 
ment, and righteousness in the 
earth, and that he delights in fill- 
ing it with his goodness, notwith- 
standing the general unbelief, in- 
gratitude, and disobedience ot 
mankind. They rejoice in God 
that he is good to themselves, and 
gives them all things richly to 
enjoy, and withholds no good 
thing trom them. They rejoice 
in God, that he does good to the 
evil and unthankful. They re- 
joice in God, that he grants per- 
sonal, family, and national pros- 
perity. They rejoice in the Lord 
always, both in prosperity and 
adversity. ‘They know that God 
is light, and in him there is no 
darkness at all. They know 
that he is constantly sowing light 
for the righteous, and joy for the 
upright in heart. They know 
the good he has promised to the 
children of light, and that his 
faithfulness shall never fail: Al- 
though the fig-tree should not 
blossom, nor fruit be in the vine. 
and the labor of the olive should 
fail, and the fields should yield ro 
meat, yet they will have solid 
ground to rejoice inthe Lord, and 
to joy in the God of their salva- 
tion. Now, why will not you 
who have always rejoiced in 
yourselves, be entreated to re- 
joice with them, who rejoice in 
the Lord? You must rejoice in 
the Lord in this world, or you 
never will rejoice in him in the 
next. And if you do not rejoice 
in him this thanksgiving day, some 
of you may never see another ! 


—_—.—- 


It will do you no good to be of 
the right religion, if you be not 
zealous in the exercise of the du 
ties of that religion.— Rarte,. 
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From the Christian Spectator. 
EXEGESIS OF MATTHEW, XXIV. 
29—31. 

‘«« ImmepIATELY after those days of 
affliction the sun shall be darken- 
ed, and the moon shall withhold 
her light ; and the stars shall fall 
from heaven, and the heavenly 
powers shall be shaken. Then 
shall appear the sign of the Son 
of Man in heaven; and all the 
tribes of the land shall mourn, 
when they shall see the Son of 
Man coming in the clouds ot 
heaven, with great majesty and 
power. And he will send his 
messengers with a loud-sounding 
trumpet, who shall assemble his 
elect trom the four quarters of the 
earth, from one extremity of the 
world to the other.”—Campbell’s 
Translation. 


The circumstances in which this 
prophecy was uttered, will serve 
to explain its import. After re- 
proving the Pharisees for their 
pride and hypocrisy, their attach- 
ment to human traditions, and 
their opposition to his cause, 
Christ declared that God was 
about to punish them for their 
sins, and avenge on that genera- 
tion “ all the righteous blood shed 
upon the earth from the blood of 
Abel to the blood of Zacha- 
rias.”* To this terrible denun- 
ciation he added the pathetic 
apostrophe—‘¢ O Jerusalem, Je- 
rusalem! thou that killest the 
prophets, and stonest them which 
are sent unto thee, how often 
would | have gathered thy chil- 
dren together even as a hen gath- 
ereth her chickens under her 
wings ; but ye would not! Be- 
hold, therefore, your house is 
left unto you desolate.”’t 

After thus alluding to the ca- 
lamities which awaited the Jews, 
Christ retired to the Mount of 
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Legesis of Matthew, xxiv. 29—51. 


Olives, an eminence from which 
Jerusalem could be seen in all 
its beauty and magnificence.* 
Pointing to its splendid edifices, 
he said to his disciples, * there 
shall not be left one stone upon 
another.” ‘This alarming pre- 
diction led them to inquire when 
it should be fulfilled, and what 
signs would precede its fulfil- 
ment. As precursors of the event, 
Christ bade them expect false 
teachers and pretended Messiahs ; 
war, famine, pestilence, and 
earthquakes; the apostacy of 
many Christians, the spread of 
his gospel, and a great variety of 
persecutions.| When they should 
see Jerusalem encompassed with 
armies, he assured them its des- 
truction would be nigh, and ex- 
horted its inhabitants to flee for 
refuge to the mountains.{ After 
repeating some of these warn- 
ings, he proceeds to describe in 
the glowing language of prophe- 
cy, the destruction of that devot- 
ed city. ‘Immediately after 
those days of affliction, the sun 
shall be darkened, and the moon 
shall withhold her light; and the 
stars shall fall from heaven, and 
the heavenly powers shall be 
shaken. Then shall appear the 
sign of the Son of Mah in heaven; 
and all the tribes of the land 
shall mourn when they shall see 
the Son of Man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with great ma- 
jesty and power. And he will 
send his messengers with a loud- 
sounding trumpet, who shall 
gather his elect from the four 
quarters of the earth, from one 
extremity of the world to the 
other.” 

To one who is familiar with 
the nature of prophetic language, 
the general import of this pas- 
sage is too obvious to require 


* Matt. xxiv. 1—3. 


+ Matt. xxiv, 4—14 
+ Matt, xxiv. 15—22 } 


Luke xxi. 26 
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minute and elaborate criticism. 
The phrase, inmediately after the 
tribulation of those days, and the 
corresponding expression in 
Mark,* in those days afier that 
tribulation—-ev exsivats rais fcpais pera 
thv Oyu exervgyv— mean Simply, that 
soon after the events mentioned 
as preceding the destruction of 
Jerusalem, *“ the sun should be 
darkened, and the moon withhoid 
her light; the stars should fall 
from heaven, and the heavenly 
powers should be shaken.” 
These are the expressions used 
in Hebrew poetry to denote the 
celestial bodies. ‘The language, 
though bold and striking, cor- 
responds with the ordinary style 
of Jewish prophets, who employ 
changes in the natural world to 
represent changes in the moral 
and political world. Isaiah thus 
describes the overthrow ot Baby- 
lon :— 


‘“‘ The stars of heaven, and the constellations 
thereof, 

Shall not send forth their light : 

The sun is darkened in his going forth, 

And the moon shall not cause her light to 
shine. 

[ will visit the world for its evil, 

And the wicked for their iniquity. 

I will make the heavens tremble, 

And the earth shall shake out of her place.’’t 


6 And then shall appear the sign of 
the Son of Man in heaven.”’—'Those 
who were appointed by God to 
publish his will, proved their 
divine commission by uttering 
predictions, and performing mir- 
acles. The Jews expected the 
advent of their Messiah to be at- 
tended with supernatural events, 
peculiarly grand and awful, which 
they called signs from heaven ;{ 
and they frequently demanded 
such signs of Christ in support of 
his claims to the office of Mes- 


* Mark, xiii. 24. t Isaiah, xiii. 10. 11, 
13. Lowth’s Translation. 
t Dan. ii. 44. et. seg. vii 13. ix. 24—26. 


Josephus, B. I. c. 6. 
VOL. IV. 
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siah.* Such proofs he threatens, 
in this verse, to give them. The 
word translated signs, denotes any 
thing which proves a divine com- 
mission; it here refers to the 
prodigies which attended the des- 
truction of Jesusalem, and means 
simply proof or evidence. A 
sign in heaven, is a conspicuous 
sign; a sign of the Son of Manin 
heaven, is conspicuous proof of 
his being the Messiah; and the 
whole phrase, therefore, means 
that Christ, in destroying Jerusa- 
lem, should vindicate his claims to 
the character of Messiah, and 
give awful displays of his majesty 
and power.—* And then shall all 
the tribes of the earth mourn when 
they shall see the Son of Man com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory.” The 
phrase, all the tribes of the earth, 
—tacat dt pudat rns yns,—though of- 
ten used to denote the whole 
human family, is occasionally ap- 
plied, by way of eminence, to 
the inhabitants of Palestine. 
This strong language, therefore, 
means simply, that the ‘ inhabi- 
tants of Judea should mourn when 
they saw the Saviour coming in 
all the terrors of an avenging 
God, amid the clouds of heaven. 
This figure is often employed by 
the Hebrew poets in describing 
the majestic movements of the 
Almighty; for when Jehovah 
came to deliver David, he is said 
‘‘ to bow the heavens and come 
down—to ride upon a cherub, 
and fly on the wings of the wind.’’} 
—‘+ JInd he shall send his messen- 
gers with a loud-sounding trum- 
pet.” Angels are messengers of 
God. The word is used by the 
sacred writers literally to desig- 
nate the instruments of Provi- 


* Matt. xvi.1. Mark, viii. 11, 12. Luke, 
ix. 29. 1-Cor. i. 22. 
t Zach. xiv. 11.. Matt. v. 5. xxvii. 45 
Eph. vi. 3. Joel, ii. 1. 
t Ps. xviii. 9, 10. 
6 


42 Exegesis of Matthew, xxiv. 29—31 


dence, or figuratively to repre- 
sent signa! interpositions of Prov- 
idence without specifying the 
agents employed.* A _ trumpet 
was the usual instrument for 
sounding an alarm, and summon- 
ing the people to resist invasion.t 
Tie angels, therefore, blowing 
their trumpets, and gathering the 
elect into places of saiety * from 


the tour winds, from one end of 


heaven to the other,” represent 
the special interposition of Prov- 
idence to deliver Christians from 
those calamities which awaited 
the unbelieving Jews. 

The whole passage, divested 
of its poetic costume, may be 
thus paraphrased :—Immediately 
after the events mentioned as 


signs preceding the fulfilment of 


this prophecy, Jerusalem shall 
be destroyed with a terrible over- 
throw. The Jews, when they 
see these calamities coming upon 
them, shall deeply mourn their 
fate ; but Christians in every part 
of the land, shall by the merciful 
providence of God be delivered 
from these evils. 

We come, then, to the conclu- 
sion, that this passage refers ex- 
clusively to the fall of Jerusalem, 
and the consequent calamities 
which befel the Jewish nation. 
This may be confirmed by the 
following considerations : 

I. The passage forms a_ part 
of a prophecy which is supposed 
by all judicious commentators to 
foretel the destruction of Jeru- 
lem. ‘The disciples asked when 
Jerusalem should be overthrown, 
and Christ in reply mentioned 
some signs which should precede 
this event, and added, that these 
signs of woe should be immedi- 
ately followed by the destruction 
of thatdevoted city. There is no 


* Matt. 1. 20. xviii. 10. Acts, vii. 30. 


Heb. i. 7. 


t Lev. xxv. 9. Numb.x. 2, ete 


intimation, that the subject of dis- 
course is changed; and the pas- 
sage itself bears every mark of 
being a coutinuation of the proph- 


ecy which ail refer to the fail of 


Jerusalem. 

ll. The context seems to de- 
cide the point. ‘To show how 
closely the signs he had mention- 
ed would be connected with the 
destruction of Jerusalem, Christ 
adds, in the very next verse, a 
parable drawn trom the fig-tree. 
‘© When his branch is yet tender, 
and putteth forth leaves, ye know 
that summer is nigh. So like- 
wise ye, when ye sball see all 
these things,—the signs which I 
have specified as 
this event,—know that it is near, 
even at the doors. Verily | say 
unto you, this generation shall 
not pass till all these things be 
fulfilled.* ‘The men of that gen- 
eration, then, were to witness 
the tulfilment of this prophecy. 
This language is unequivocal, 
and fixes the reference of this 
passage to the calamities which 
overwhelmed the Jews, when the 
Romans, about seventy years af- 
ter the birth of Christ, took the 
city of their solemnities, burned 
its temple, and spread devastation 
through the land.t 

lll. If we examine the pecu- 
liarities of Hebrew poetry, and 
prophetic language, we shall find 
additional reasons for acquiescing 
in the conclusion to which we 
have arrived. 
the New ‘Testament the sacred 
poems of their nation were as 
‘¢ familiar as household words ;”’ 
and, however simple their ordi- 
nary style, they always dressed 
their predictions in the splendid 
costume of prophetic poetry. 
Simeon had displayed vo peculiar 
ardor of feeling, or vigor of fan- 

* Matt. xxiv. 32—34. 
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cy; but when he clasped the 
infant Saviour in his arms, he 
kindled into a blaze of enthusiasm 
and painted the prophetic visions 
which burst on his eye, in colors 
so bright and vivid, that the 
genius of Isainh seemed to have 
risen from the slumber of centu- 
ries.* The prose style of John, 
has all the simplicity of nature ; 
but when he comes to describe 
the juture glories of the church, 


he dips his pen in the radiance of 


heaven, and transfers to the 
Apocalypse, all the bold and 
beautitulimagery of the prophets. 

Examples of the poetic and 
prophetic style of the sacred 
writers might be multiplied with- 
out number; but | will add only 
one from the prophecy of Isaiah, 
respecting the fall of Babvlon.{ 
Jehovah, lifting a standard, mus- 
ters the Median army, and leads 
** his consecrated warriors” forth 
to attack the devoted city. Its 
inhabitants are smitten with terror 
and amazement; its warriors are 
trampled down like mire, its 
children dashed on the pave- 
ments, and its streets drenched 
with blood. 
war the earth is shaken from her 
place, and the luminaries of heav- 
en are veiled in darkness.[ Ba- 
bylon is never more to be inhab- 
ited ;—- 


‘‘ But there shall the wild beasts of the de- 
serts lodge ; 

And howling monsters shall fill their houses ; 

And there shall the daughters of the ostrich 
dwell ; 

And there shall the satyrs hold their revels ; 

Wolves shali howl to one another in their 
palaces ; 

And dragons in their voluptuous pavil- 
ions.’’§ LowrTH. 


The prophet then represents 
the Jews as chanting a song of 
triumph over the fallen monarch 
of Babylon. The earth, smiling 


* Luke, ii. 28—32., 
t Isa. xiii. 2—20. 


+ Isa. chap. xiii. xiv. 
§ Isa. xiii. 21, 22. 


At this scene of 
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in peaceful repose, breaks forth 
in acclamations of gladness; the 
trees of the forest clap their 
hands for joy ; the ghosts of de- 
parted kings meet the tyrant with 
the bitterest reproaches, as he 
enters the world of spirits; and 
the song closes with ‘earful im- 
precations on his posterity, and 
on the city where he had swayed 
his sceptre of oppression and 
blood.* As the fallen despot en- 
ters the world of departed spi- 
rits,— 


“< Hades from beneath is moved because of 
thee, to meet thee at thy coming, 

He moveth for thee the mighty dead, all the 
great chiefs of the earth ; 

He maketh to rise up from their thrones all 
the kings of the nations. 

All of them shall accost thee, and shall say 
unto thee,— 

Art thou, even thou too, become weak as we ? 
art thou made like unto us ? 

Is then thy pride brought down to the grave ; 
the sound of thy sprightly instruments ? 

Is the vermin become thy couch, and the 
earth-worm thy covering ? 

How art thou fallen from Heaven, O Luci- 
fer, son of the morning !t 

Those that see thee shall look attentively at 
thee, they shall well consider thee ; 

Is this the man that made the earth to trem- 
ble, that shook kingdoms ?} Lowrn. 


This magnificent description 
was designed to represent that 
series of calamities which ter- 
minated in the total destruction 
of babylon. But what were these 
calamities? History must inform 
us; and from it we learn, that 
Cyrus took the city, but spared 
its inhabitants, and left its walls 
standing ; that Darius demolished 
its gates to prevent its becoming 
anursery of rebellion; that Alex- 
ander found it so flourishing that 
he thought of making it the capi- 
tal of his empire; that it gradu- 
ally declined from its pristine 
magnificence, till, in the fifth cen- 

* Isa. xiv. 5—27. 

t Gesenius agrees with Lowth in the trans- 
lation of this phrase ; but bright and morning 
star, is more literal and exact. Hence the 


phrase in Rev. xxii. 16. 
t Isa. xiv. 912. 16. 
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tury of the Christian era, it was 
converted by the kings of Persia, 
into a park for wild beasts, and 
ultimately became a heap of almost 
undistinguishable ruins.* The 
prophecy must, therefore, have 
been at least seven, and probably 
more than ten centuries in re- 
ceiving its complete fulfilment. 

To the construction we have 
put upon the prophecy of Christ 
respecting Jerusalem, it has been 
objected that its language is too 
strong to be applied to the des- 
truction of a city oranation. but 
if imagery so grand and awilul as 
that which we have been examin- 
ing, was used to describe events 
of less importance, is it strange 
that Christ employed language 
equally bold to predict an event 
the most disastrous that the Jew- 
ish annals ever recorded ? 

We shall more readily admit 
this conclusion, if we consider 
prophecy as a symbolical repre- 
sentation. The parables of Christ 
are symbols, and might be repre- 
sented by a series of historical 
paintings.—Suppose a painter to 
employ his art in teaching the 
moral lesson contained in the par- 
able of the prodigal son.t He 
might represent, in the first pic- 
ture, the prodigal receiving his 
patrimony ; in the second, wast- 
ing it in scenes of dissipation; in 
the third, feeding on husks, and 
famishing among swine; in the 
last, restored to the arms of his 
father, and the bosom of his 
family. Thus a battle, the des- 
truction of a city, and the pecu- 
liarities of different nations are to 
be portrayed. 

Let us apply this principle to 
the prophecy respecting Jerusa- 
lem.—The commotions, which 
are said to pervade all nature, 
are the symbols commonly em- 


+ Luke, xv. 12~—32. 


* Gesenius. 


ployed by the prophets to repre- 
sent great revolutions. ‘The Son 
of Man riding in awful majesty 
through the heavens, and his an- 
gels sent forth to gather his cho- 
sen people beneath the banner 
of his love, are emblems of that 
deliverance which the christians 
in Judea actually obtained from 
the calamities that put an end to 
the Jewish nation. 

1 am aware, that various opin- 
ions have been adopted respect- 
ing the import of the passage un- 
der consideration.* Some refer 
it solely to the day of judgment; 
while others suppose it to relate, 
in its plain and primary significa- 
tion, to the overthrow of Jerusa- 
lem, but in its mystical and se- 
condary 
judgment. The second opinion 
involves the long disputed doc- 
trine of a double sense ; a prin- 
ciple in sacred hermaneutics, 
which has been adopted by most 
commentators since 
Origen, and which is still retained 
by the greater part of English 
critics, though it has long since 
been discarded by the  ablest 
scholars on the continent.t All 
these points deserve a thorough 
examination; but each topic 
would require a separate article ; 
and my limits, therefore, force 
me to omit not only these, but 
the well known fulfilment of this 
prophecy,[ and a 
interesting topics which it sug- 
gests. 


R. Naman. 


* See an enumeration of these in Kuinoe] 
Com. in loc..; Wolfii Curaz h. |. 


+ See a very candid and ingenious defence 
of this principle in Lowth’s Lecture on He- 
brew Poetry, Sec. XI., and a brief refuta- 
tion in the notes by Rosenmuller and Mi- 
chaelis, as well as in Ernesti, Morus, &c. 

¢ Newton on the prophecies, Diss. XVIII 
—XXI. Kett’s View of Scripture Prophe- 
cies, ch. X. 
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For the Christian Magazine. 


INDISCRETION IN THE PULPIT. 


A preacHER is the object of uni- 
versal scruiiny. By profession, 
he is a teacher of piety, and the 


least deviation from the spirit of 


his office, tarnishes his character. 
The votaries of religion, regard 
him as entrusted with concerns 
vast as eternity; and they watch 
him, therefore, with an eye indi- 
cative of the «deepest interest ; 
while the enemies of the cross, 


triumph in the detection even of 


his smallest mistakes. Of the im- 
perfections to which good preach- 
ers are subject, the most promi- 
nent, are the extreme of caution 
and that of indiscretion: the lat- 
ter results in the greatest evil, 
but each has slain its thousands. 
The rash chieftain falls in ambus- 
cade, the wary chieftain eludes 
the snare: the latter retains his 
station, though his brow can never, 
like the other, glow in sudden 
splendor. The extreme of cau- 
tion, is like the dead calm; that 
of indiscretion, like the whirlwind 
and the storm: for the former 
produces in minds no emotion, 
while the latter stirs them up to 
the wildest enthusiasm. 

Preachers are indiscreet who 
practice upon theortes adopted 
without sufficient examination. For 
these theories may be errone- 
ous. If so, the evil does not 
soon terminate; but swells like 
an inundation, and perhaps, over- 
whelms multitudes in ruin. ‘To 
illustrate my meaning, transfer 
yourselves, for a moment, across 
the Atlantic, to North Britain, 
and to past ages. Imagine a 
large district of that country, to 
tremble under the voice of a sin- 
gle individual. Distinguished for 


piety and talents, he addresses 
the human mind, in a few instan- 
ces, with unexampled eccentricity 
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of manner, and by a fortunate ca- 
sualty, it is attended with eminent 
success. A religious excitement 
follows—a whole community is in 
commotion—this new mode of ad- 
dress, is imitated by others with 
scrupulous exactness. Is the pros- 
pect auspicious? or is it like the 
scorching sunbeams that forebode 
the desolating tempest ? There is 
a momentary splendor, but is 
there no indication that the sun of 
this encouraging prospect will set 
in gloomy night? The earnest- 
ness, the glowing fervor, here ex- 
hibited, is worthy of imitation by 
every preacher. ‘The question, 
however, respects the principles 
of action. Not only this celebra- 
ted man practices on novel prin- 
ciples, but these principles are 
adopted by many imitators. One 
of them, for instance, is, that “ all 
sinners are alike, and must there- 
fore be treated alike.” Asa con- 
sequence, no regard is paid to 
age, circumstances, or education. 
All sinners alike! True, there 
are points, in which, the simple- 
ton resembles the philosopher, 
the speechless infant, the man of 
grey hairs. But suppose it, there- 
fore, te be adopted as a principle, 
that the same language must be 
spoken, to the young, and the old, 
the beggar, and the noble. The 
theory cannot sustain a moment’s 
scrutiny. It has appendages how- 
ever. It is found, in one case, 
that conviction is produced by ex- 
citing the angry passions ; that de- 
pravity is disclosed, by calling it 
forth, in the most violent indigna- 
tion; and what follows? This 
mode of convicting sinners is adopt- 
ed as a universal principle. The 
influence of the example spreads 
from glen to glen; many who 
copy the favorite model, vie with 
each other, in their endeavors to 
excite human wrath. The first 
effort is successful—they ply 
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themselves to the work, with re- 
doubled vizor. There is some- 
thing so imposing in this method, 
that the brilliant luminary is fol- 
lowed by a train of sparkling imi- 
tators; and audacious childhood 
insults venerable age. But the 
meteor has set-—The cold winds 
of winter now sweep along those 
glens. Is there no danger that 
some preachers in our country 
may practice on such indigested 
principles? If not, it is a golden 
age, and Zion shines in her most 
splendid beauty. But in other 
respects, preachers may adopt 
false principles. Origen was a 
preacher. He adopted erroneous 
principles of interpretation. Their 
influence was like the malignant 
vapor that blasts the choicest 
productions of the soil: for it fil- 
led the moral atmosphere, and 
shrouded the world in gloom. 
The process of its diffusion, was 
gradual, but its effect was terrible. 
It gave existence, and vigor to the 
enormous hierarchy of Rome. 
Had _ christian caution guided 
his pen, the world, perhaps, had 
never groaned under such a moral 
despotism. ‘Thus the indiscretion 
of a single man, may desolate the 
earth for ages. 

It is indiscreet to adopt the con- 
troversial method of preaching. It 
is always important to contend 
earnestly fer the faith, and some- 
times to declare open war against 
its opposers; but even this may 
be accomplished, without evin- 
cing a delight in the spirit of con- 
troversy. | would ask, and I 
speak it with deference ; | would 
ask, if some ministers do not prac- 
tice, as though preaching, were 


intellectual pugilism? One part of 


a discourse, for instance, is em- 
ployed in raising, the other part, 
in prostrating an antagonist. Ifno 
real sectarians appear in combat, 
war is waged against those of the 


same creed, by the use of para- 
doxical expressions. Words ouly, 
in this case, are the weapons of 
contention. Uninformed hearers, 
however, may view the subject 
in debate to be a matter of vital 
importance, and the peculiar use 
of terms, may fix in their minds, 
an error as lasting as their earthly 
existence, and which shall be per- 
petuated by future generations. 
Nor is it certain that this spirit of 
controversy, will be confined with- 
in the precincts of a single parish. 
It may extend through a state, or 
anatior. There is a difference be- 
tween plain reasoning, and this 
controversial method. The for- 
mer should be approved, the lat- 
ter exploded. 

It is indiscreet to adopt the scold- 
ing method. This results in a 
three fold evil; it renders the 
preacher himself an object of 
aversion, confirms transgressors 
in more violent opposition, and 
robs religion of its most persna- 
sive and attracting charms. Shall 
the herald of peace, present the 
brow of a misanthropist, instead 
of a countenance reilecting the 
splendor of heaven? Such a 
preacher rouses against himself, 
not the depraved principles mere- 
ly, but also, the finest sensibilities 
of human. nature—his hearers 
shrink from his presence, as from 
the winter’s storm. By the same 
process, in which he renders him- 
self an object of displeasure, he 
confirms rejecters of the gospel, 
in more violent opposition: for 
truth itself receives a tincture 
irom the manner in which it is 
exhibited. Suppose a man at- 
tempts to disclose the beauties of 
a meek and humble disposition, 
while pride only occupies his own 
bosom. The humility which he 
commends, is deprived of its most 
charming attractions. A diamond 
dipped in ink, loses its lustre, and 
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is thrown aside by the multitude 
among the rubbish: Thus the 
peari of heaven may be obscured, 
by the clouded brow of the 
preacher, and the method in 
which he exhibits it, may be so 
repuisive, that men turn away 
trem the prospect, with confirmed 
aversion. 

It ts equally indiscreet to adopt 
the denouncing method. A preach- 
er, though he ascends the pulpit 
for a noble purpose, dishonors his 
otlice, if instead of benevolence, 
he even seems to breathe malig- 
nancy. By denouncing men, with- 
out evincing their guilt, he appa- 
rently assumes divine preroga- 
tives. It is different, when the 
decisions of the divine law are 

isclosed: for in this case, the 
speaker is unnoticed in view of a 
more tremendous prospect. It is 
Jehovah standing with his drawn 
sword, and refusing to sheathe it, 
till the sinner flies to Jesus. The 
voice of the herald, in this case, 
is on the one hand, like the roar- 
ings of Sinai, agitated by the 
lightnings ; on the other, like the 
music of heaven, mingling with 
soft whispers from Calvary. Not 
so the voice of mere denunciation. 
From this the heart even of piety 
recoils; tor Jesus persuaded men, 
and when he uttered a threaten- 
ing, Conscience approved the sen- 
tence. Similar to the denouncing 
method, is that of employing mere 
epithets of terror. ‘The audience 
treat it as a challenge, equip 
themselves for combat, and the 
shafts of the preacher's quiver, 
fall harmless on their shields. 
Not so when the sentiment is ter- 
rific. No thoughts in the uni- 
verse, are more terribie than such 
as the scriptures suggest in rela- 
tion to the finally impenitent. 
What sinner can credit, without 
the most thrilling terror, at the 
prospect, the simple narrative of 
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the final retribution? But mere 
epithets are as poweriess to ex- 
cite fear, as to excite sublime emo- 
tions; and to employ them for 
either purpose is the exireme of 
indiscretion. 

It ts no less indiscreet to intro- 
duce witticism into the pulpit. A 
preacher, who does this, is a liv- 
ing paradox. Who can think of 
jesting as the eternal world opens 
on his vision? Shall the minister 
of Christ amuse the votaries of 
folly, as they plunge into the vor- 
tex of the burning lake ? or shall 
he sport with earthly baubles, in 
whose hands, are the treasures of 
eternal life ? 

«So did not Paul. Direct me to a quip 

Or merry turn in all he ever wrote.’’ 


Such are a few evils of ex- 
treme indiscretion. If we com- 
pare them with those of extreme 
caution, the latter dwindle inte 
comparative insignificance. ‘To 
be wise as serpents and harmless 
as doves, is a difficult attainment ; 
but by divine favor, it is within 
the province of human exertion, 
and glorious in its results. 


—<— 
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DANGEROUS CONSEQUENCES OF OVER- 
STATEMENTS. 


1 was lately conversing with an 
aged man, who had been many 
years a professor of religion, re- 
specting the evidence he enjoyed 
of his piety. His remarks were 
nearly to the following purport— 
| know that the natural heart is 
opposed to all the happiness of 
creatures, that it delights in their 
misery, and had it the power, 
would make every one of them 
to suffer eternally, and to the ut- 
most of its power. i know too, 
that the carnal mind is at such 
enmity against God, that had it 
an arm long enough, aud strong 
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enough, it would sweep him from 
his throne, and make the created 
and uncreated beings around it, 
to constitute a universe of utmost 
agony. Now | know that [ have 
enemies, and they are powerful. 
And I have been much employed 
in examining my own heart, to 
ascertain what | would do with 
them, were it consistent,Ahat God 
should commit the disposal of 
them entirely to my hands. And 
I really feel that were it consist- 
ent for them to be happy, | could 
not find it in my heart to consign 
one of them to eternal misery ; 
and were it consistent, I would 
even make the Prince of darkness 
as happy as an arch-angel. I 
trust therefore that I have some- 
thing of the spirit of benevolence, 
or true holiness, in my heart. 

1 tried to urge upon him the 
importance of such a christian ex- 
ample, as would evince that there 
is something in religion above the 
attainment of mere human nature ; 
such an exhibition of a heavenly 
spirit, in his daily intercourse with 
the world, as would take away, 
and destroy, the plea of infidelity, 
that there can be no reality in re- 
ligion, because “ there is no dif- 
ference” between professors and 
others. But when this was urged 
as the necessary fruit of true be- 
nevolence, a sincere desire for the 
happiness of sinners, no impression 
could be made. This was turned 
off very lightly—and an effort to 
urge the importance of the spirit 
of prayer was attended with no 
better success.—I returned to my 
study sad and thoughtful. It oc- 
curred to me that the statement 
of total depravity, given above, 
makes man as bad as the devil, 
as bad as he can be—for who can 
desire any thing worse than the 
utmost agony of God and all his 
creatures? Is not this an over- 


statement’? and is the conclusion, 
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naturally drawn from this, that 
because | can find no such desire 
in my heart, and none even to 
cast one creature into eternal mi- 
sery, therefore | am a christian ; 
a safe one ? Is it as good evidence 
of piety as the actual giving of a 
cup of cold water to a disciple, 
for Christ’s sake ? 
ITINERATOR. 


a ad 
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EXPOSITION OF MATTHEW, III. 8. 


‘ Bring forth therefore fruits meet 
for repentance.’ 


‘'uese words were spoken by 
John Baptist to the Pharisees 
and Sadducees. When he ap- 
peared preaching in the wilder- 
ness of Judea, multitudes came 
out to him and were baptized. 
But when he saw many of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees come to 
his baptism, he said unto them, 
O generation of vipers, who hath 
warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? Bring forth 
therefore fruits meet for repen- 
tance. 

The Pharisees and Sadducees 
were two distinct sects, which 
were in existence when the king- 
dom of God began to be preached 
by John Baptist. Although they 
differed materially in many re- 
spects, they were both wrong. 
Their principles of moral action 
were loose and erroneous. The 
Pharisees were zealous of the 
traditions which had come down 
from their fathers. ‘They disre- 
garded the spirit of the law, they 
were covetous, and when they 
heard the doctrines of Christ 
they were displeased. When, on 
a certain occasion, they put to 
him the question, ** Why do thy 
disciples transgress the tradition 
of the elders? for they wash noi 
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their hands when they eat bread,” 
—they received the cutting reply, 
‘© Why do you also transgress the 
law, by your traditions ?”’ 

By their hypocritical conduct 


they sought the approbation of 


men and to justify themselves in 
their sight; but Christ says to 
them, “ God knoweth your bearts, 
that which is highly esteemed 
among men is abomination in the 
sight of God.” And he directed 
his disciples to beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees which 
was hypocrisy. 

Every thing in their conduct, 
feeling and sentiments, was con- 
trary to the religion of Jesus. 
When they came to the baptism 
of John, there seems to be good 
reason for his exhorting them to 
‘+ bring forth fruits meet for re- 
pentance.” The term repent- 
ance, has different meanings in 
the New Testament. ‘This arises 
from translating two different 


words in the original, which sig- 
nify different states of mind, by 
this one word in our language. 
One of the original words, usually 
signifies a change of purpose, or 
mind simply, without any change 


of moral feeling. The other sig- 
nifies a change in the moral feel- 
ings, in the heart, which is con- 
nected with reformation of life. 
This is the term used by John, 
in the passage quoted above, and 
implies a state of mind or heart 
opposed to sin. ‘ Bring forth 
therefore fruits meet for repen- 
tance,” (i. e.) consistent with this 
state of mind. The requisition 
made of them, then, was, that all 
their acts of life should be con- 
sistent with a right state of heart 
—that they should manifest their 
sincerity and love of holiness, by 
their obedience in conforming all 
their external doings to the re- 
quisition of the moral law—that 
thev should cease their present 
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disapproved conduct, and enter 
upon that course of life which 
flows from a penitent, humble 
heart, and which constitutes the 
visible of holiness. But why this 
exhortation ’—and what the ne- 
cessity of a compliance with it? 
A very great necessity, surely. 
It was the way to flee from the 
coming wrath. *“ Who hath warn- 
ed you to flee from the wrath to 
come ?”’—If you would do this, 
bring forth fruits consistent with 
repentance. 

The ptrsons here addressed 
were Jews—descended from those 
who were beloved of God. But 
this would avail them nothing in 
his sight. ‘Think not to say within 
yourselves, ** we have Abraham to 
our father.”’ A change of heart, 
and a life of piety, were the only 
means of escaping the wrath to 
come, final condemnation and 
ruin. 

A compliance with the requi- 
sition, ¢ bring forth fruits consis- 
tent with a penitent state of heart,’ 
is a most obvious and indispensable 
duty of every individual of our 
guilty race. All those tender 
feelings, and external accomplish- 
ments, which render a person 
lovely in the eyes of society, if 
penitence and love to God be ab- 
sent, can never be the ground of 
acceptance with him. ‘These ex- 
ternal qualities alone, do not torm 
the path which leads from the 
wrath to come. ‘There must be 
a penitent heart, accompanied 
with that visible conduct, which 
the scriptures describe as flowing 
from it. E. 5S 


a 


No man is past all hopes of sal- 
vation until he is past all possibil 
ity of Repentance, until he is ab- 
solutely hardened against all gos- 
pel corrections. —Owen 
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MEANS ESSENTIAL TO THE PERSEVE- 
RANCE AND SALVATION OF SAINTS. 


[Concluded from page 24.] 
My first remark, upon the subject 


discussed in a former number, is, 
That saints cannot be saved, un- 


less they continue in the faith of 


Jesus. What God determines to 
do in one way, he equally deter- 
mines not to do in another. His 
determination to keep saints by 
his power through faith unto sal- 
vation, implies a detérmination 
not to preserve them without 
faith. All therefore which is im- 
plied in the exercise of true faith, 
end all which necessarily results 
from this, is as essential to the 
salvation of believers, as it would 
have been, had not their salvation 
been made certain; for the pro- 
mise of God that they shall be 
saved, is not a promise that they 
shall be saved without faith, but 
“ through faith.” We have seen 
that faith implies divine know- 
ledge ; and that watchfulness, 
prayer, and christian exertion, 
are its necessary consequences. 
Saints, therefore, in order to be 
saved, must seek after Divine 
knowledge, be watchful against 
indulgence in sin, be sincere, im- 
portunate, and persevering in their 
prayers, and active and faithful in 
the service of God. If any one 
is disposed to infer from the fact, 
that God has made the salvation 
of saints certain, that it is not ne- 
cessary to their salvation, that 
they should search the scriptures, 
and watch, and pray, and exert 
themselves in the service of God, 
he is regardless of the manner, ii 
which God has made their salva- 
tion certain. Hie has forgotten 
that God, in his purpose, has con- 
nected the salvation of saints with 
the pertormance of these duties, 
and made their salvation certain, 


only by making it certain, that 
they will perform these duties. 
Paul, who, as we have seen, often 
dwelt with great delight upon the 
certainty of the saints’ salvation, 
appears to have considered their 
own exertions as absolutely es- 
sential to the obtaining of it. He 
speaks of the watchfulness, fidel- 
ity and perseverance of Timothy, 
as something which was essential 
to his own and others’ salvation. 
*¢ Take heed, he says, unto thy- 
self, and unto thy doctrine : con- 
tinue in them, for in so doing thou 
shalt both save thyself and them 
that hear thee.” In his Epistle to 
the Corinthians, Paul speaks of 
their exertions as essential to their 
salvation, and of his own as essen- 
tial to his. ** Know ye not, that they 
which run in a race, run all, but 
one receiveth the prize ? So run, 
that ye may obtain. And every 
man that striveth for the mastery 
is temperate in all things. Now 
they do it to obtain a corruptible 
crown; but we an incorruptible. 
1, therefore, so run, not as uncer- 
tainly ; so fight 1, not as one that 
beateth the air: but | keep under 
my body and bring it into subjec- 
tion: lest that by any means, 
when | have preached to others, 
I myself should be a cast away.” 
How essential to the salvation 
of believers, are their constant 
and persevering exertions, may be 
still more clearly seen by a mo- 
ment’s attention to a passage in 
Paul’s epistle to the Hebrews. 
‘* But exhort one another daily. 
while it is called to-day, lest any 
of you be hardened through the 
deceittulness of sin. For we are 
made partakers of Christ, if we 
hold the beginning of our confi 
dence stediast unto the end.” 
Christ. who once said, ** He that 
heareth my word, and believeth 
on him that sent me, hath ever- 
lasting lite, and shall not come 





Means Essential to Perseverance, &c. 51 


into condemnation, but is passed 
from death unto life,” on another 
occasion plainly intimated to his 
disciples, that they could not be 
saved unless they continued uni- 
ted to him by faith. “I am the 
vine, ye are the branches; he 
that abideth in me and | in him, 
the same bringeth forth much 
fruit; for without me ye can do 
nothing, If a man abide not in 
me, he is cast forth as a branch 
and is withered ; and men gather 
them, and cast them into the fire, 
and they are burned.” 

These quotations show unequi- 
vocally that God, so far from hav- 
ing determined to save believers 
without their continued union to 
Christ, and cheerful engagedness 
in his service, has determined not 
to do it in this way. The way, 
in which God is disposed to save 
believers, is that which is expres- 
sed in the following and similar 


passages of scripture. ‘* Who are 
kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation.” Every pro- 
mise of his, which secures their 
salvation, secures it on the ground 
of their cordial union to Christ, 
and habitual, and persevering ex- 


ertion in his service. ‘The hope, 
therefore, which professors of re- 
ligion sometimes indulge of the 
security of their salvation, while 
they are in heart alienated from 
Christ, and habitually indulging 
themselves in spiritual sloth and 
idleness, and unfeelingly trans- 
gressing his most plain and impor- 
tant commands, is nothing better 
than mere presumption. Although 
we do believe, 
Christ’s sheep will ever be lost ; 
yet we know that he is not dis- 
posed to save them in thes way. 
There is not a promise, or an in- 
timation in scripture, that a single 
individual of the human race will 
ever be saved in this way, but 
much to the contrary. Every 


that none of 


person who feels himself disposed 
to make the promiséof God, that 
all true believers shall be saved, 
the occasion of his living in sin, 
whatever may be his hopes or 
pretensions, has reason to consi- 
der himself as yet an unbeliever, 
and as in a course, in which he is 
actually “+ treasuring up wrath 
against the day of wrath, and the 
revelation of the righteous judg- 
ment of God.” 

2. If God, in preserving believ- 
ers unto salvation, makes use of 
means, then it is not strange that 
the scriptures often address them 
in the language of caution, admo- 
nition, and threatening, as well as 
of promise. It has been supposed 
by some, that if God has promised 
to save all true believers, there 
can be no propriety in cautioning 
them against apostacy, or in 
threatening them with punish- 
ment, should they fall away. This 
supposition would be well found- 
ed, had he promised to save them 
without means. But this is not 
the fact. He has engaged to save 
no believer without his own ex- 
ertions to keep himself in the 
path of life. Now if God is dis- 
posed to save believers, by means 
of their own exertions, is it not 
proper and necessary that they 
should be influenced to exertion ? 
And if it is necessary that they 
should be influenced to exertion, 
is it not proper that means should 
be used for this purpose? But ! 
would ask, what are the proper 
means of influencing rational 
creatures ? Are they not motives 
addressed to the understanding ? 
To this every one will assent. 
Well then, what motives can be 
supposed better calculated to in- 
fluence the mind of a believer. 
than those which are presented 
before him in the cautions, ad- 
monitions, threatenings and pro- 
mises of the gospel ? 
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But it will be said, that no be- 
liever who Has been made sure of 
his salvation by the promises of 
God, can be afraid of being lost. 
Consequently it must be useless, 
either to caution him against apos- 
tacy, or to threaten him with 
punishment should he fall away. 

This objection, although at first 
view exceedingly plausible, ad- 
mits of an easy and a satisfactory 
answer. For in the first place, 
Christians who are cautioned and 
threatened against apostacy in the 
scriptures, are not generally cer- 
tain that they shall be saved. 
They know, indeed, that all true 
believers “ will be kept by the 
power of God through faith unto 
salvation.” But they are not cer- 
tain that they are true believers. 
Very few, compared with the 
whole number of saints, to whom 
the cnutions and threatenings 
been ad- 
dressed, have ever enjoyed a full 
assurance that they were true be- 
lievers, and none of them have 
enjoyed this assurance uniformly, 
through the whole course of their 
lives. Consequently the support 
to the objections arising from 
their certainty of salvation entirely 
fails. 

Besides, it is here to be consi- 
dered that the scriptures, in which 
these cautions and threatenings 
are found, speak of and to man- 
kind agreeably to their protes- 
sions. Christ addressed his fol- 
lowers, as his friends, according 
to their profession, although he 
knew that there was a Judas 
among them. Paul, and the rest 
of the Apostles, addressed the 
churches, to whom they wrote, 
as true believers according to 
their profession, although it can- 
not be supposed that they thought 
that every individual of them was 
areal christian. Considering then, 
that those whom Christ and his 


against apostacy have 


Apostles addressed as believers, 
were some of them true saints, 
and some of them false professors, 
and all of them at times uncertain 
of their interest in Christ, we can 
easily see ground for all the cau- 
tions, admonitions, and threaten- 
ings, which ever dropt from their 
lips or pens. The disciples of 
Christ, all of them, had at times, 
reason to fear that they should ac- 
tually incur the guilt and condem- 
nation of apostacy. When Christ 
told them that one of them should 
betray him, they were all afraid, 
and said one by one, * Lord, is it I?” 
Those, to whom the Apostles di- 
rected their Epistles, were doubt- 
less often anxious, lest they 
should prove themselves thypo- 
crites. They felt the force of the 
cautions and admonitions which 
they received; and these no doubt 
in many instances proved, as it 
was designed they should do, the 
means of preserving true believ- 

ers from falling, and of influencing 
them to grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of their Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ. 

But in the second place, there 
is room for the cautions, admo- 
nitions and threatenings against 
apostacy to have influence with 
those, who have an assurance 
that they are true believers, and 
consequently of their salvation. 
Not, indeed, by exciting their 
fears; for it must be allowed that 
they cannot be atraid of being 
lost, while they know that they 
shall be saved. But if it is true 
that christians, although it is cer- 
tain they will be saved, cannot be 
saved in a course of sin, may it 
not be supposed to have some ef- 
fect upon their minds to let them 
know this? If they are desirous 
of being saved, and a life of holi- 
ness is the only means by which 
their salvation can be effected, 
may it not be expected, that as 
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rational creatures, they will be 
more likely to pursue the path of 
holiness, if they know this fact, 
than they would, if they were ig- 
norant of it? This fact, the cau- 
tions and admonitions which are 
found in scripture against apos- 
tacy, clearly intimate to them. 
And these, by thus presenting be- 
fore saints a strong motive to ho- 
liness, are doubtless often the 
means of keeping them in the 
path of life. As God has not 
merely purposed to save believ- 
ers, but to save them by means of 
their own exertions, there is a 
perfect propriety in placing be- 
fore them motives to action. And 
if there is any thing which can 
operate upon their minds as a 
motive to virtuous action, it is ra- 
tional to suppose, that this must 
be the truth, and the whole truth. 
Now if it be a truth, that God 
has rendered their salvation sure, 
by making their perseverance in 
holiness so, are we not to expect 
that a knowledge of this fact as 
it is, will prove the most eifica- 
cious and salutary motive that can 
be placed before them? 

That rational creatures can be 
influenced to make exertions for 
their safety, when their satety is 
made sure by the promise of God, 
is rendered undeniable by what 
actually took place on board the 
ship, in which Paul and his com- 
panions were wrecked. The his- 
tory of this disaster is doubtless 
familiar to most of my readers. 
It was, as you will all recollect, 
by means of Paul’s caution, that 
the seamen were prevented flee- 
ing out of the ship at a time when 
their presence and exertion were 
indispensable to the safety of the 
crew. Although an angel of God 


had previously told Paul that 
there should be no loss of any 
man’s life among them; yet when 
he saw the seamen about to flee 
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out of the ship, he said to the 
centurion and the soldiers, ex- 
cept these abide in the ship, ye 
cannot be saved. Paul knew, that 
although God had determined to 
bring them all safe to land, he 
had not determined to do it with- 
out means. It was proper, there- 
fore, for him, when he saw the 
sailors about to leave the ship, 
and thus to relinquish all means 
of saving her, to tell them that if 
they did this, they could not be 
saved. ‘This timely caution, as 
appears from the history of the 
event, was the means of retaining 
the sailors in the ship, and of their 
all arriving sate to land, agree- 
ably to the purpose of God made 
known to Paul. 

The conduct of Paul in this at- 
fair strikingly illustrates the pro- 
priety of cautioning saints against 
apostacy. ‘There is as much need 
of believers continuing in obedi- 
ence to the Divine commands, in 
order for them to arrive sately to 
heaven, as there was of the sailors’ 
remaining in the ship, in order to 
her crew’s arriving safely to land. 
‘The obedience of believers is as 
really connected with their salva- 
tion, in the purpose of God, as 
the continuance of the sailors in 
the ship was with the ultimate pre- 
servation of her crew. ‘The cau- 
tions which are given to saints in 
the scriptures against their apos- 
tacy, are as really efficacious in 
preventing it, as the caution of 
Paul was in preventing the sai- 
lors deserting the ship. And as 
the conduct of Paul in threaten- 
ing the centurion and the soldiers 
with the loss of their lives, if they 
suffered the ship to be deserted 
by herseamen, was consistent with 
the purpose of God before reveal- 
ed to save them all; so are the 
threatenings of future punishment 
to saints, should they apostatize. 
consistent with his purpose ‘ to 
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keep them by his power through 
faith unto salvation.” 

I conclude this discussion, with 
one remark upon the false and 
unfair representations which are 
often made of the doctrine of the 
saints’ perseverance. It is often 
said that this encourages Saints in 
sloth and sin. Its advocates are 
represented as holding, that a holy 
life is not necessary to salvation, 
and that any one who has been 
renewed in the spirit of his mind, 
will be saved, even although he 
may afterwards continue to in- 


dulge himself in every species of 


wickedness. Now, with the pre- 
ceding discussion of the subject 
before them, my readers cannot 
fail to perceive the falsehood, and 
unfairness of these and all similar 
representations. In these, the 
principle most essential to a tho- 
rough understanding of the sub- 
ject, is entirely overlooked, or 
kept concealed, viz. that the pur- 
pose of God renders the salvation 
of all true believers certain, only 
by rendering their perseverance 
in holiness certain. Let this prin- 
ciple be understood and consider- 
ed, and there can appear nothing 
in the doctrine suited to encou- 
rage sloth or sin. The first and 
the last impression, which it is 
calculated to make upon every 
fair mind, is, that a life of sin is 
inconsistent with salvation, and a 
life of holiness, that without which 
it cannot be secured. A. 
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INQUIRIES RESPECTING 
SUBMISSION. 


ANSWER TO 


Messrs. Editors,—I find, in your 
Magazine for January, several in- 
quiries upon the subject of submis- 
sion, proposed by Juvenis to Se- 
nex, the author of a commnnica- 


tion upon this subject, extracted 
from the Utica Repository. It 
would give me much pleasure to 
see an answer to these inquiries 
from the pen of Senex. But 
doubting whether he would con- 
sider himself under obligation to 
vindicate his communication in a 
work in which it was probably 
inserted without his knowledge, 
and feeling myself in somewhat a 
scribbling mood, I am disposed, 
although a young man, to “ shew 
mine opinion.” 

After observing that “ the pro- 
per place for a young man is sit- 
ting at the feet of the old, asking 
questions, and receiving instruc- 
tion,” and expressing “ a hope 
that your venerable correspon- 
dent Senex, will suffer him to take 
his place at his feet, and propose 
a few humble inquiries,” he thus 
introduces his subject. 

“It I rightly understand the 
views of Senex, he has undertaken 
to answer the question, * when 
ought a regenerate person, or 
real christian, to be willing that 
God should destroy him in a future 
state ?” And the answer is briefly 
this, “* when such a person does 
not know that he is renewed.” 
And this knowing, seems not to 
mean positive certainty; but to 
be limited and explained by ano- 
ther expression, “+ he sees no evi- 
dence of being a subject of saving 
grace—that is, he has “no hope.” 
Upon this ignorance of his good 
estate, on which Juvenis consi- 
ders Senex as resting the pro- 
priety of a christian’s being wil- 
ling to be destroyed, he makes a 
number of inquiries. 

1. “ Does God require this ig- 
norance /—And if he has not re- 
quired this ignorance which is es- 
sential to unconditional submission, 
then, can it be believed that he 
has required the consequent sub- 
mission ?”° 
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To this l answer, it makes no 
difference whether this ignorance 
is required, or not. Its existence, 
whatever may be iis cause, may 
be a proper occasion for the ex- 
ercise of submission. It is cer- 
tainly aclear case, that every one 
ought to submit to what he sup- 
poses to be the purpose of God, 
whether he is rightly informed 
or not. Juvenis seems to think, 
that because this ignorance is not 
a duty, nothing which is a conse- 
quence of this, can be a duty. But 
here he is greatly mistaken. He 
might as wellsay, that repentance, 


is not required, because sin, of 


which it is a consequence, and 
which is the only thing that ren- 
ders it necessary, is not required. 
But he would smile at the logic of 
a man who should reason thus in 
regard to repentance. It may be 
well for Juvenis here to pause and 
consider, that submission to a just 
punishment, is always the conse- 
quence of what God has not re- 
quired, but forbidden. 

2. “ Has God made this igno- 
rance necessary ?—And if this ig- 
norance is not, on the plan of 
God’s dealings with new crea- 
tures, made necessary to salva- 
tion, then can it be believed that 
the submission which follows it, 
is necessary to salvation? And if 
not, then are not those ministers 
who preach that this submission 
is essential to salvation, laying a 
yoke on their people which God 
has not laid on them ?” 

Whether this ignorance be ne- 
cessary or not, is of no more con- 
sequence, as it respects the duty 
of unconditional submission, than 
the question whether it is requered 
or not. If the penalty of the di- 
vine law is just, and an individual 
sincerely believes, aS many a 
christian has done, that the glory 
of God, and the good of his king- 
dom. require that this should be 
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executed upon him ; he certainly 
must submit to it, or oppese the 
supposed purpose of God. The 
fact that this mistake or ignorance 
is not necessary, does not prove 
that the consequent submission is 
not necessary, any more than the 
fact, that a sinner’s wickedness is 
not necessary, proves that the 
consequent duty of repentance is 
not necessary to salvation. It is 
believed, that Juvenis himself 
will not deny, that a disposition 
to submit to the known, or sup- 
posed purposes of God, is a duty 
essential to salvation. To his 
question, whether “ those minis- 
ters, who preach that this sub- 
mission is essential to salvation, 
are not laying a yoke upon their 
people which God has not laid 
upon them?” I reply, If uncon- 
ditional submission is a duty which 
doubting christians may and ought 
to perform, and which is the most 
sure and ready way of obtaining 
light and comfort, then are not 
those ministers deficient in duty, 
or unskilful in their work, who 
cavil at, and deny this, rather 
than faithfully inculcate it? 

3. “ Is it a fact, that every one 
who is born of God, is left for a 
time without any evidence that 
he is a subject of saving grace ?— 
And if there are any who are re- 
newed creatures, and have never 
been the subjects of this igno- 
rance, then, are there not some 
who ought not to have felt this 
submission which is founded on 
such ignorance 2?” 

It is possible, that there are 
some who have never felt them- 
selves destitute of evidence thai 
they are subjects of grace, since 
they were renewed. But if this 


is the fact, it proves nothing 
against the reality and importance 
of unconditional submission, in all 
those cases in which christians 
are in doubt: and it will not be 
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llenied, that there are few, com- 
paratively, who are not at times 
in this condition. Besides, it was 
not the intention of Senex, to in- 
timate, that none but doubting 
christians were under obligation 
to exercise unconditional sub- 
mission. He appears to have un- 
deriaken to show “ when a rege- 
nerate person, or real christian, 
ought to be willing that God 
should destroy him in a fature 
state,” with a view only to meet 
the argument of Mr. S. who had 
said, “ If we suppose a person 
submissively resigned to future 
misery, we suppose him, of course, 
to be a real christian.—We have, 
then, this incongruity presented. 
Here is a christian resigned to fu- 
ture evil, which can by no possi- 
bility take place under the gov- 
ernment of God. For God can- 
not, without a sacrifice of his ve- 
racity, permit a real christian to 
perish.” ‘To meet this argument, 
it was to the purpose of Senex to 
show, as he has done, that there 
are real christians, who, ignorant 
of their good estate, sincerely be- 
lieve that it is God’s purpose to 
destroy them, and that with these 
impressions, they ought to be wil- 
ling that his purpose should be 
executed. But this reasoning, so 


far from restricting the duty of 


unconditional submission to doubt- 
ing christians, evidently supposes 
that it is hinding on all impenitent 
sinners, as every one of this des- 
cription has reason to fear that it 
is the purpose of God to destroy 
him. Every one, who has become 
a christian, has seen the time, 
when he was altogether uncer- 
tain, whether the purpose and the 
glory of God did not require his 
everlasting destruction. As this 
was an evil, to which he could not 
but feel that he was justly expo- 
sed, it was an evil to which he 
ought to have been resigned. Can 


a person, I ask, be reconciled to 
God, without being reconciled to 
his law ? And can a person be re- 
conciled to the law of God, with- 
out cordially approving of its pe- 
nulty, as well as precept? And 
can a person cordially approve of 
the penalty of the law, without 
being willing to suffer it, provi- 
ded, | in his view, the glory of God 
requires its execution upon him ? 

¢ Does not the submission of 
the new-creature, however much 
in the dark respecting the nature 
of his exercises, absolutely forbid 
his being willing to remain impe- 
nitent another moment ?” 

I believe, with Senex, “ that 
present submission is inconsistent 
with present disobedience.”’ And 
| admit with Juvenis, that “ im- 
penitence is disobedience.” But 
1 do not believe, that present sub- 
mission is inconsistent with a wil- 
lingness that the purpose of God, 
respecting our future impenitence, 
or disobedience, should be carried 
into execution. ‘The whole dif- 
ficulty on this subject, appears to 
me to arise from not considering 
that sin is to be viewed in two 
distinct attitudes. It must be view- 
ed as the voluntary, criminal act 
of the sinner, and also as the effect 
of a divine purpose. Now, al- 
though, when we confine our 
views to sin, as sin, or as the vo- 
luntary, criminal act of the sinner, 
it is an object of aversion and re- 
gret; yet, when viewed, also, as 
it must be by every intelligent 
mind, as an effect of a divine pur- 
pose, it becomes an object of sub- 
mission, as an event which God 
has appointed to be overruled for 
good. It is true, that no person’ 
can confine his views to sin, as 
sin merely, and feel resigned to it. 
Viewed in this attitude, it must be 
an object of hatred, regret, and 
decided opposition. But the scrip- 
tures require us to look at sin, 
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uot only as the voluntary, crimi- 
nal act of the sinner, but as the 
effect of a divine purpose. And 
when a good maa looks at it in 
this light, although he will still 
hate it as the criminal act of the 
sinner, or for what it is in itself, 
he will view it as an object of 
submission, because God has ap- 
pointed it. No good man can 
contemplate his own future im- 
penitence, as his voluntary crimi- 
nal act merely, with submission. 
There is nothing in this view of 
the subject that requires submis- 
sion. But the moment he looks 
at it as the effect of a divine pur- 
pose, much as he detests it as his 
own criminal act, he will submit 
to it. It is on this ground, that 
christians do submit to live in a 
state of imperfection in this world. 
They fervently desire to be per- 
fectly holy; when they think of 
disobeying any of the divine com- 
mands in future, the thought is 
inexpressibly painful, and did they 
not know, that it is the purpose of 
God that no man shall be perfect 
here, they could not submit to 
such an evil in prospect. But 
when they consider, that God has, 
for wise and beneyolent purposes, 
determined that they shall be but 
partially sanctified in this world, 
they submit to future imperfec- 
tions, on the same principle that 
they submit to any other evil 
which he has appointed. 

5. * Every one knows that it 
is God’s purpose that the impe- 
nitent only shall be destroyed in 
a future state—therefore, does 
not unconditional willingness to be 
destroyed in a future state, imply- 
ing of necessity, a willingness 
to remain impenitent, destroy 
itself?” 

No one supposes, that any per- 
gon ought to be unconditionally 
willing to be destroyed in a fu- 
ture state. It is only upon the 
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supposition, that a person believes 
the glory of God requires his de- 
struction, that it is thought to be 
his duty to submit to this. And 
this does not, as the question 
above stated supposes, necessarily 
imply a willingness to remain im- 
penitent. Future impenitence, is 
no part of the penalty of the law. 
A person may be willing, and it is 
believed that many have been wil- 
ling, “* to accept the punishment 
of their iniquity,” without once 
considering that it is the purpose 
of God that ali who are cast off, 
shall remain in impenitence. But 
allowing, as we must, that they 
do sometimes consider that all 
who are cast off, will remain im- 
penitent, the difliculty presented 
is precisely the same in kind, with 
that which attends a willingness 
to remain imperfect in this life. 
They can submit to this, as the 
effect of a divine purpose, in the 
Same manner, in which they sub- 
mit to any other evil, which in 
itself they hate. Their submis- 
sion to this, as the effect of a di- 
vine purpose, implies no appro- 
bation of it as sin, nor a disposi- 
tion to disobey any divine pre- 
cept; but is perfectly consistent 
with the most fervent desire to 
be holy, and with present efforts 
to continue so. If future impe- 
nitence could be viewed in no 
other light than as the mere cri- 
minal act of the sinner, that is, if 
the purpose of God could not be 
seen in it, it is readily granted, 
that it could not be an object of 
submission, and that a willingness 
to be impenitent, in this sense, 
would be impenitence itself. But 
to submit to it as the effect of a 
divine purpose, is the same thing 
as to be willing, in any other case, 
that the counsel of God should 
stand. 

‘© [ have heard old men say, 
that all the purposes ef God re- 
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specting the existence of moral 
evil, or whenever they render 
any moral evil certain, are, and 
must be, in opposition to his pre- 
cepts.-—li so, then, which shall 
we make the rule of our duty— 
that is, of all our effections and 
exercises—God’s precepts or his 
purposes? Is it not clear that 
both cannot be? And if the pre- 
cept is the rule, then would not 
the most heartfelt opposition, on 
the part of Lucifer, in the case 
supposed (by Senex) against dis- 
obedience, the very thing which 
God had decreed, constitute the 
very highest act of obedience to 
the rule—the precept, and ren- 
der him the most lovely and holy 
in the sight ot God ?” 

There are old men, who would 
tell Juvenis, if he would consult 
them, that God’s purposes, when 
known, are as truly objects of sub- 
mission, as his precepts are a rule 
of obedience. And for my own 
part, | can see no inconsistency 
between his precepts as a rule of 
duty, and his purposes as objects 
of submission. Whatever other 
disagreement there may be _ be- 
tween God’s precepts and _ his 
purposes, there is certainly this 
agreement between them: His 
precepts require us to submit to 
his purposes. Juvenis will not 
deny, that we are required * to 
submit ourselves to God.” But 
we cannot submit ourselves to 
him, without submitting to what- 
ever we consider as his purpose. 

But it is not necessary, in the 
case supposed by Senex, nor in 
any other supposed by the advo- 
cates of unconditional submission, 
to disobey any of God’s precepts 
in order to submit to his purposes. 
The submission, of which they 
speak, is to future, not to present 
impenitence. ‘It is granted,” 
says Senex, *“ that present sub- 
mission is inconsistent with pre- 
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sent disobedience. No person in 
the actual exercise of submission 
to God, can, by that actual sub- 
mission, disobey God.” If Luci- 
fer, the day betore he disobeyed, 
had been told it was the purpose 
of God, that to-morrow he should 
disobey, and he had submitted, 
he would not, by this submission, 
have disobeyed any divine pre- 
cept or opposed any divine pur- 
pose. At the time of his submis- 
sion, he would have regarded 
with a proper spirit, both the 
precept and purpose of God. 
But if he “ had manifested the 
most heartfelt opposition” to this, 
as the purpose of God, he would 
have done both. He might, in- 
deed, have exercised “ the most 
heartfelt opposition” to his future 
disobedience, considered merely 
as sin, but while he felt this op- 
position to it, in itself considered, 
he must have submitted to it as 
the effect of God’s purpose. So 
in every case in which an indi- 
vidual truly ‘ accepts the punish- 
ment of his iniquity,’’ and consi- 
ders, at the time, ‘hat this will be 
connected with future impeni- 
tence. He submits to this impe- 
nitence in prospect, as the effect 
of God’s ws ; while he hates 
it as sin, with perfect hatred, and 
fervently desires, in itself consi- 
dered, to be perfectly holy, as 
well as happy. 

lt is not, | apprehend, sufh- 
ciently considered, that submis- 
sion always implies an evdl, real 
or supposed, to be submitted to. 
Many seem to speak of the sub- 
ject, as though we must cordially 
approve of that to which we sub- 
mit. But the truth is, that to 
which we submit, is always in 
itself to us a real or supposed 
evil. We submit to it, not because 
of any approbation we feel of 
the thing itself; but merely be- 
cause we love God who appoint- 














ed it, and desire the promotion of 
his glory. This thought pursued, 
will throw much light upon the 
subject now under discussion. 

l regret to say, that Juvenis, 
by the form and manner in which 
he has proposed his questions, has 
raised a great dust, and thrown 
an otherwise plain subject into 
needless obscurity. It is a very 
plain case, thai all men deserve 
to suffer the penalty of God’s law; 
and an equally plain case, that 
each of them, before he becomes 
truly reconciled to him, has rea- 
son to fear that it is God’s pur- 
pose that he suffer it. This makes 
it plainly the duty of each to sub- 
mit to it. Itis not seen how it is 
possible, for any person to be- 
come truly reconciled to God, 
without doing this. 

It is an indisputable fact, that 
all true christians are reconciled 
to the known purpose of God, in 
the destruction of some of their 
fellow creatures. And upon the 
supposition, that they love their 
neighbour as themselves, there is 
no more difficulty in their being 
willing to suffer the penalty of the 
law themselves, provided they 
suppose that the glory of God re- 
quires it, than th@®re is in submit- 
ting to the destruction of others. 

It is a very plain case, that all 


_veal christians are obliged to sub- 


mit, not only to the present, but 
future wmpenitence of their fellow- 
creatures. Nor is there really 
any more difficulty in submitting 
to their own future impenitence, 
than there is in submitting to 
the future impenitence of others. 
They cannot submit to the pre- 
sent or future impenitence of their 
fellow-creatures, viewed merely 
as sin, or, as tt is in atself, discon- 
nected with the purpose of God. 
The only way in which they can 
be reconciled to this, is te view it 
as the effect of a divine purpose. 
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The consciences of plain chris- 
tians bear them witness, that in 
this view of the subject, they do 
submit to all the evil which is 
now in the universe, and to all 
which they know will exist for- 
ever. But it is just as easy to 
submit to our own future impeni- 
tence, viewed as the effect of a 
divine purpose, as it is to submit 
to the impenitence of others. I 
insist upon it, Messrs. Editors, 
that unconditional submission, as 
advocated by Senex, is a plain, 
practical subject, attended with 
no more difficulty, than many 
others involved in the creed of 
every man, who believes in the 
eternal and universal purpose of 
God. 


Auius JUVENIS. 
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From the New- York Observer. 
THE JUDGE AND THE UNIVERSALIST. 


In one of the Middle States, a 
Universalist preacher, some time 
since, made great efforts to es- 
tablish a Society of his own faith. 
A few persons, of little character 
and influence, were deeply anx- 
ious that such a Society should be 
formed among them, but knew 
not how to effect their object and 
build a house. It was finally 
agreed that the preacher and one 
of his followers should wait on a 
distinguished Judge who resided 
in the village, and solicit his pa- 
tronage. The Judge heard the 
loquacious preacher with great 
patience for almost half an hour, 
when he closed by asking the 
Judge’s aid in establishing the 
Society. 

«© No,” says the Judge: “I shall 
not he disposed, sir, to lend you 
any assistance, in forming such a 
Society. For in the first place, 
it seems to me that your system 
of faith is not supported by the 
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Holy Scriptures. I confess I am 
not so thoroughly versed in those 
writings as | ought to be; yet I 
shovld hardly know how to ex- 
press the eternity of future punish- 
ment more clearly than | often 
see it there described. But this, 
sir, I do believe, (let the Scrip- 
tures say what they may,) that 
were all clergymen to preach 
this doctrine which you preach, 
there would soon be a hell in this 
world, if not in the next.” The 
Judge then added with serious- 
ness, that if all who profess to 
preach the Gospel were to adopt 
and inculcate such sentiments, he 
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did not believe it would be pos- 
sible to hold civil society together. 
Human laws would be trampled 
under foot, and their penalties, if 
not backed by Divine threaten- 
ings, would be but a subject of 
mockery. With these views he 
must be excused from making any 
efforts to establish a Universalist 
Society in that place or any 
other. 

The correctness of the above 
cited occurrence may be relied 
on: and as to the justness of the 
Judge’s views—reason, common 
sense, and the Scriptures say, 
Amen. 
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REVIVALS. 


Wr hear of revivals of religion in Lud- 
low, Mass. ; in a factory village called 
Burrillville ; in Ellington and Vernon, 
Con. in Warsaw, Vernon centre, N. Y. 
and in Middle-Haddam, Con. In this 
place nearly 70 are said to be hopeful 
subjects of renewing grace. A power- 
ful work of divine grace is said to be 
going on in Barre, Vt. Number of 
hopeful converts supposed to be not 
far from 200. One Universalist preacher 
is said to be among the number. 

From a letter recently published in 
the N. Y. Observer, it appears that 
a work of grace has commenced 
among the members of the Legislature 
of Georgia. ‘* At an anxious meeting 
fifteen of them were inquirers, and 
five or six indulged a hope, that they 
had found the Messiah. In the same 
communication, it was stated that 
there was a revival in Athens College, 
Geo. and 30 students subjects of 
the work. Also that an interesting 
revival had commenced in Washing- 
ton, of that state. 

The Lord is reviving his work in 
Fort. Covington, Messina, Lewisville, 
Madrid, Potsdam, Parishville, Hopkin- 
ton, Stockholm, Warsaw and Wayne, 
N. Y. 

Seventy-three persons were received 
into the Church in East Hartford, 
on the first Sabbath of the present 
year.—Con. Obs. 


From the Missionary Herald 
MISSIONARY ESTABLISHMENTS. 


THE union between the United Foreign 
Missionary Society and the American 
Board, was consummated in the early 
part of last summer. The missions, 
which came under the direction of the 
Board, in consequence of that event, 
are among the Osage Indians ; among 
the Indians in New-York, at Macki- 
naw, and at Maumee ; and among the 
American emigraiits on the island of 
Hayti. 

The United Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety held its ninth anniversary in May 
last. The mission to the Osage Indiars 
was proposed about seven years ago, 
and, in the spring of 1820, the first mis- 
sionaries to that tribe left the city of 
New-York on their benevolent enter- 
prize. The mission to the Indians of 
New-York, was commenced by the 
New-York Missionary Society, many 
years ago, and was transferred in 1820. 
That at Maumee, in Ohio, was esta- 
blished by tine Synod of Pittsburgh, 
and transferred in the autumn of 
1825. 

The missions now established, are 
at Bombay—in Ceylon—among the 
Cherokees— the Choctaws—the Che- 
rokees-of-the- Arkansas—the Osages— 
the Indians in New-York—at Mackin- 
aw—at Maumee—-the American Emi- 
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grants in Hayti—at the Sandwich Isl- 
ands——-in Malta—Syria—and Pates- 
tine. 


SUMMARY. 

Number of Stations occupied, 43 
Preachers from this country, 38 
Male Missionaries and Assistants, 89 
Female Assistants, including the wives 

of the Missionaries, 92—181 
Native Preachers, 2 
Other Native Assistants, 18 
Churches, organized at the stations, 25 
Native members of these Churches, 

upwards of 
Schools, 
Scholars, 


200 
about 200 
about 20,000 


RETROSPECT OF THE YEAR. 


THE following review of the principal in- 
telligence received, during the past year, 
from the missions under the direction of the 
Board, was prepared for the United Monthly 
Concert, held in Park-street Church, Boston, 
on the first Monday evening of December. 
At the request of several respected friends, 
it is inserted in the Missionary Herald, with 
some enlargement of matter, and a slight al- 
teration of ce. 


The intelligence from Bompay, has 
never been so pleasing, and never so 
paivful, as during the past year. 

The letter published in April, was a 
most decisive document to prove, that 
the mission had struck its roots deep in 
the native soil, and wanted only more 
of the warmth of Christian patronage, 
soon to extend its branches wide. 
It contained a summary and very ani- 
mating view of the advances made du- 
ring the ten years past. The amount 
was, that preparatory work had been 
accomplished sufficient to enable a 
missionary, entering the field now, to 
exert ten times as much influence on 
the native population, as he could 
have done fen years ago ; so that the 
same number of laborers might ad- 
vance ten times as rapidly towards a 
glorious success, as they could have 
done only as many years since. Nu- 
merous channels of influence had been 
opened, and the waters of salvation 
had been made to flow inthem. The 
attention of the natives had been gain- 
ed, to a considerable extent ;—that 
point, so difficult of acquisition, and 
yet so all important to any great and 
valuable results: and so much Chris- 
tian knowledge had been thrown into 
the native mind, that impressions on 
the heart began to be visible, and fair 
was the prospect of an effusion of the 
Holy Spirit. Indeed, one person, as 
the first fruits of the harvest, had been 
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admitted to the fellowship of the visi- 
ble church. 

But by the time the harvest was 
about to wave, lo, in the mysterious 
providence of God, the reapers had 
nearly all been removed ! 

It was just when this mission began 
to assume its brightest aspect, and 
when we were beginning to rejoice in 
that brightness, that a portentous cloud 
spread suddenly over the horizon. 
While the executive officers of the 
Board were assembled, with their 
brethren, in the house of prayer, at 
the Monthly Concert in September, 
they received the letters, which an- 
nounced the death of Hall; and it was 
then and there, that the mournful ti- 
dings commenced its afflictive march 
through the land. 

Hall died not, however, till he had 
seen at Jeast a hundred thousand 
Christian books distributed among the 
Mahratta people ; nor till he had wit- 
nessed the New Testament translated, 
faithfully, from the eriginal Greek into 
the vernacular tongue of 12,000,000 
of people, perishing for lack of know- 
ledge. Nor did he cease from his la- 
bors, till his powerful mind, with its 
customary facilities of thought and 
force of expression, had composed an 
appeal to the churches, which spread- 
ing abroad with the tidings of his de- 
cease, sent thrilling emotions through 
the land, and occasioned a multitude 
of prayers, that God would send forth 
laborers into the harvest. 

And oh! who will not unite in this 
prayer? One more stroke, such as has 
thrice been felt in Bombay, in the 
short space of sixteen months, would 
silence, utterly, the voice of Christian 
preaching among the numerous popu- 
lation of that city. The general curi- 
osity, which, for twelve years, has 
been waking up, would again become 
the apathy of death. The schools 
would decline, and the scholars for- 
get their knowledge, lose their impres- 
sions, and glide away in the current of 
superstition, until, borne beyond the 
possibility of recovery, they would 
sink to rise no more. The books, 
which have been translated, printed, 
and circulated, with so much labor, 
and pains, and cost of health and ta- 
lent and life, for want of the living 
voice to call attention to them, and 
impress a sense of their value, would 
be neglected and lost and destroyed. 
Congregations would cease to convene 
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for religious Worship ; and the native, 
wondering what had become of the 
holy influence, that met him in the 
streets, and bazars, and temples, and 
fields, and every where, would pursue 
his idolatry as aforetime, before the 
light of heaven broke in upon his dark- 
ness. Already, may we suppose, has 
the current begun to set backwards, 
and every month, and every day, it 
gains strength !”* 

The fact of principal interest, in re- 
gard to the CEYLON mission, which 
has been communicated the past year, 
is, that the mission church now con- 
tains not less than ninely nalive mem- 
bers ;—many possessing fine minds ; 
several considerably advanced in learn- 
ing ; some useful preachers of the Gos- 
pel to their countrymen ; and all hope- 
fully pious, and, amid temptations 
such as we by experience know noth- 
ing of, adorning their profession by a 
Christian life.—We have been inform- 
ed, also, that the prospect, at first 
dark and forbidding, has become hope- 
ful, of raising the females of Ceylon 
from their deep degradation to their 
proper standing in society.—Happy, 
moreover, have we been to hear, that 
minds, which, only a few years since, 
valued caste at so high a rate, and 
knowledge at so low, that money 
would hardly induce them to forego 
the one for the sake of the other, now 
cheerfully disregard caste, and ear- 
nestly petition for the pleasures of en- 
lightened thought. 

From PALESTINE, during the early 
part of the year, we heard little but 
weeping, because Fisk, that ornament 
to the missionary character, had ceas- 
ed to be seen onearth. Here, too, we 
could not but weep, when the beauti- 
fully simple letter of his surviving 
brethren, describing his last sorrows 
and pains, was received; and we 
heard the voice of lamentation, as that 
letter travelled through the churches. 
We trusted in God, however, who 
permitted Stephen, and even some of 
the apostles, to be cut off early in their 


* It may be remarked here, that the sole 
reason, hitherto, why the mission at Bombay 
has not been more strongly reinforced, has 
been the want of suitable persons, who have 
been willing to be sent thither. Even now, 
notwithstanding the urgency of the case, the 
difficulties of this kind seem hard to be re- 
moved. And they are increased by a want 
of adequate funds. Oh, where is the spirit of 
apostolic enterprise ! 


ministry, in that very land, that the 
mission would not only survive, but 
prosper. Yet we dared not to antici- 
pate such early and such strong im- 
pressions upon th2 corrupt and igno- 
rant priesthood of Syria, as those con- 
cerning which we are now permitted 
to speak. It now appears, that a spirit 
of inquiry is waking up again in the 
ancient birth-place of Christianity, 
and is beginning to run with so strong 
a tide, that it is not likely, if these 
western churches do their duty, that 
the powers of earth and hell combined, 
will be able to atop it. 

The intelligence from the mission 
among the CHEROKEES, has been, on 
the whole, of a more decisive and 
cheering character, than in any former 
years—if we except, perhaps, the one 
immediately preceding. We have had 
more proof, that Indians, properly si- 
tuated, can be civilized, than has ever 
before been exhibited, since this coun- 
try was settled by our fathers. Agri- 
culture having made considerable ad- 
vances, and government having assu- 
med a definite form, under the influ- 
ence of Christian principles, the gene- 
ral mind of the Cherokees has felt the 
same cravings for knowledge, that we 
do ourselves: and, during the past 
year, we have heard of their spirited 
efforts to procure, for their own use, a 
printing establishment, and to lay the 
foundations of a national academy. 

Passing over the other missions 
among the Indians, for want of room 
to notice them properly, we come to 
the Sanpwicu ISLANDS, which have 
occupied much of our attention, during 
the period now under review. 

We felt, ia the years previous to the 
one just closed, that the intelligence 
from this mission was by no means 
without high interest. Nor were we 
in an error. The dealings of Provi- 
dence towards that mission, have been 
wonderful from the first. But the in- 
telligence of the past year has trans- 
cended all that the most sanguine, 
even when warmed with former ac- 
counts, dared to expect. 

Within this space of time, we have 
been told of nine chiefs, embodying a 
great portion of the civil influence of 
the islands, publicly professing their 
faith in Christ, and heartily entering 
upon the discharge of their duties to- 
wards God and their fellow-men. 
We have been told of half a score of 
churches, and more, erected by the 
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natives themselves, for the worship of 
Jehovah, and crowded with attentive 
hearers. We have been told, by one 
who witnessed the sight, of more than 
2,000 islanders, moving along in one 
interesting procession, bearing on their 
shoulders, from distant mouutains, the 
materia's for one of these churches, 
which, when completed, could con- 
tain 4,000 people, and was thronged 
to overflowing. We have been told of 
near 20,000 people under instruction, 
taught by competent natives, whom 
the missionaries had qualified for the 
service—of more than 12,000, able 
to read the word of God, were that 
blessed volume ready to be put into 
their hands—and of a most longing de- 
sire, every where «xpressed, to come 
into speedy possession of that richest 
treasure. We have been told of the 
effusions of the Holy Spirit at Hono- 
ruru. at Lahaina, and in different parts 
of Hawaii; and that, as the results of 
these heavenly visitations, more than 
2,000 islanders, lately shrouded in the 
deep glooms of a barbarous paganism, 
have erected the family altar, for the 
morning and evening worship of the 
true God. We have been told of 
regular meetings for prayer among the 
females and among the males of those 
islands, just as there are among our- 
selves when religion flourishes ; and 
of the high satisfaction, with which 
the once haughty and cruel chiefs 
mingle with those, whom they once 
despised and oppressed, in the solemn 
acts of devotion. 

We have heard of changes in the 
characters of indzviduals, which, though 
great and surprising, cannot now be 
fully described. We remember the 
intemperate Karaimoku, regent of the 
islands, transformed into a sober, hum- 
ble follower of Jesus—the conceited, 
haughty, jealous, cruel queen Kaaha- 
manu, whose forbearance and ijenity 
the affrighted natives, wherever she 
went, used to propitiate by peace of- 
ferings, as if she were a demon; now 
as actively benevolent, as she was 
once actively cruel; and as devoted 
to God, as she was once to Satan— 
and Kapiolani, also a chief woman, 
once intemperate, and the slave of 
every moral debasement that a vicious 
barbarism has attained to; now, re- 
formed, intellizeut, pious, actively be- 
nevolent, and with manners so improv- 
ed, that civilized society would not 
blush to own her for its own. 


. 


Nor have we heard, the past year, 
of changes less wonderful, in the man- 
ners and habits of vellages, than of in- 
dividuals. At Lahaina, not long since, 
scarcely any thing could be kept from 
the rapacity of thieves, who were as nu- 
merous as the inhabitants themselves. 
Locks, guards, the utmost vigilance, 
every precaution, were ineffectual. 
But, as we have been told the past year, 
so great has been the moral change in 
that place, that, for successive months, 
although every thing was exposed, and 
nothing was guarded, and hundreds 
of natives were entering the mission- 
ary’s habitation every day ; nothing, 
absolutely nothing, was lost. At Kaa- 
varoa, on Hawaii, a little more than 
two years agu, the people were oppo- 
sed to Christianity, given to inebria- 
tion, quarrelsome, often engaged in 
domestic broils, and grovelling in the 
lowest ignorance and debasement. But 
within a few mouths we have been in- 
formed, on authority not to be ques- 
tioned, that intoxication is no longe) 
Witnessed in that place ; that there are 
no more family quarrels; that family 
prayers are uniformly attended ; that 
kind offices are every where rendered ; 
and that, from remote villages, indi- 
viduals come to inquire respecting the 
new way, and with tears beseech that 
some one may be sent to instruct them. 
And so far had the people of this vil- 
lage advanced, that we were not sur- 
prised to hear of their forming a society 
to support their missionary, and that. 
from their ** deep poverty,” they had 
contributed for this purpose a greater 
value, than is ordinarily contributed 
for missions in our own towns. 

Without dwelling longer on the in- 
telligence communicated respecting 
this mission, we pass to a department 
of missionary effort, which has scarcely 
been alluded to in this retrospective 
view, and yet has not been overlooked 
in the statements of the year. We re- 
fer to the PRINTING ESTABLISHMENTS. 
Saying nothing of former years, we 
have heard, within a little more than 
the space of time now under review, 
of three millions and a half of pages. 
made living and efficacious by the re 
ligious truth impressed upon them at 
Malta, and Bombay, and the Sand- 
wich Islands :—which is nearly half as 
many as have been printed in all the 
preceding years. We have heard, too. 
of the travels of these little eloquent 
messengers of truth-—through the Sand 
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wich Islands—over the populous Mah- 
ratta country—into Greece, and Asia 
Minor, and Syria, and Palestine—and 
into countries farther towards the ri- 
sing sun: all calculated to produce 
the very best kind of intelligence 
known on earth, and adapted to act 
powerfully on the mind, elevating, en- 
larging, and strengthening it, and fit- 
ting it to live and move and act to 
some purpose on the stage of human 
life, and in the boundless spheres of 
eternity.x—Oh who can tell how many 
fatal errors have been removed; and 
how many new, all-important, glorious 
views have been imparted! 

Do not the events of the past year 
declare, with an impressive voice, that 
this cause is of God? And call they 
not loudly upon all to be co-workers 
with God, by contributing their aid to 
its advancement ? 

See we not, too, that money and la- 
bor, bestowed upon American missions 
to the heathen, have not been expend- 
ed in vain? and that not in vain has 
prayer gone up to heaven ? 


Orvinations and Xustallations. 


Oct. 25,—Rev. Epwarp FaiIrcHiLp 
wasinstalled Pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Milford, N. Y. Sermon by Rev. 
J. Smith, of Cooperstown. 

Dec. 1,—At Jeffersonville, Ind. Rev. Sam- 
vEL E. BLackBuRN, as an Evangelist. 
Sermon by Rev. Mr. Williamson. 

Dec. 1,—Rev. AMasa JEROME, was in- 
stalled by the presbytery of Huron, over the 
Church in Wadsworth, Medina county, Ohio. 
Sermon by Rev. Giles H. Cowles. 

Dec. 13,—Rev. Cates KNIGHT was in- 
stalled Pastor of the Congregational Church 
in Washington, Ms. Sermon by Rev. Dr. 
Knight, of Stafford, Con. 

Dec. 20,—Rev. Joun N. BROWN was in- 
stalled as Pastor of the First Baptist Church 
in Malden, Mass. 

Dec. 20,—Rev. Jarrnus Burt, over the 
Congregational Church in Canton, Conn. 
Sermon by Rev. Sylvester Burt, of Great 
Barington. 

Dec. 23,—Rev. Jozi Mann, late of Bris- 
tol, R. I. was installed as Pastor of the First 
Congregational Church in Suffield, Conn. 
Sermon, by Rev. Mr. Vernon, of Rehoboth. 

Dec. 24,—Rev. Gitpert R_ Livines- 
ron was installed Pastor of the First Re- 
formed Dutch Church in Philadelphia. Ser- 
mon by Rev. President Miller, of Rutgers’ 
College. 

Dec. 27,—Rev. Linus H. FELLows was 
ordained and installed over the Second Pres- 


And may we not perceive, that the 
cause is advancing with accelerated 
rapidity? The last year’s intelligence 
was more interesting, than that of any 
previous year, and the last three years 
embrace more proofs of successful ope- 
ration, than did the tweive that pre- 
ceded. What if the progress for three, 
or six, or twelve years to come, should 
be like that of the three years past : 
Say you, it is more than we have rea- 
son to expect? So, twelve months ago, 
would what has since saluted our ears 
have appeared to us; and if the good 
and animating intelligence, the past 
year, has exceeded what we had rea- 
son to anticipate, so may it be in time 
to come. 

At any rate, the cause is of God. 
And though clouds may rise, and 
storms burst, yet let the churches but 
keep pace, in their eflorts, with the 
plain indications of Providence, and 
ere long, the world will be filled with 
wonder at the extent and glory of the 
results. 


byterian Church and Society in Durham, 
N.Y. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Buck, of Knox, 
Albany county. 

Jan. 3,—Rev. ELDERKIN J. BOARDMAN 
was installed Pastor of the Congregational 
Church in Danville, Vt. Sermon by Rev 
Grant Powers, of Haverhill, N. H. 

Jan. 3,—The Rev. Joun Topp was or- 
dained Pastor over the new Church in Gro- 
ton, Mass. Sermon by Rev. Dr. Beecher. 

Jan. 3,—The Rev. STEPHEN ALONZO 
Loper was ordained Pastor of the Congre- 
gational Church in Hampden, Me. Sermon 
by Rev. Mr. Blood, of Bucksport. 

Jan. 10,—Rev. NaTHAN SHAW was ine 
stalled Pastor of the North Church in Stock- 
bridge, Ms. Sermon by Rev. Dr. Hyde, of 
Lee. 

Jan. 17,—Rev. Jacop ScaLes was in- 
stalled Pastor of the Calvinistic Congrega 
tional Church in Henniker, N. H. : 

At Plastow, N. H. over the Congregation 
al Church, which has been destitute twenty- 
five years, Rev. Moses WetsH. Sermon 
by Rev. Mr. Gile, of Milton, Ms. 

In Haverhill, Rev. Moses C. Grosvr- 
NOR, as Pastor of the Congregational Church 
and Society in the West Parish. Sermon 
by Rev. Mr. Edwards, of Andover. 

In New York, as Paster of the Presbyte- 
rian Church and Congregation, Cedar street, 
Rev. Cyrus Mason. Sermon by the Rev 
Dr. McAuley, from 2d Cor. 4, 5. 
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. 
A Sermon, preached Dec. 13, 1826, at the Installation of the Rey. 
Calvin Park, D. D. in the First Congregational Church in Stoughton. 


By Nathanael Emmons, D. D. 
For sale at the Bookstores of CROCKER & BREWSTER and 
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